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,1 FOR SALE 

BI CIWIR or '1'118 BIECO'l!!ll OF ms um BILL llmlll ' S I Lifflilll COLLimIOII OP OLD OOY3' BOOl3 

I m.:ll• Offers requested for 24 I 1ooee ccpie s , all different , of 
'I 'Rolson Lee Libraxy' compri~ -

4 copies Id eeries Nos. 105 , 110, 

1
113 and 121; also 20 copies l id 
eeries in Nos, 16} to 336 range. I Vith covers (but few part worn) , 

, Good ccndi tl.on, 

I ~· Otters requested for 22 
j looee copies, all different, of 

I 
'Belson Lee 2d Library' in Boe. 
342 to 492 range , Vi th covers, ve-ry 

, good condi tl.on. 

; PLIWD! QOOTE LOT IIUIIBl!llS. l I POST.AL onms ONLY .I.T T11IS STjGB -
1 110 CALI.DIS, i 

lm'...li• Offers requested fo,· 
49 looae copies , all differ
ent , of 'Nelson Lee Library' I 
2Dd new aeries, Nos, 1 to 50 
illcl., except No. 10 , Vith 
covers , excellent condition. 

.IO!..Ji: Offers requested for l 
54 locse ccpies, all differ- j 
ant, of ' Nelson Lee Librs-ry · 
2d Nev aeries' Nos. 51 to 
104 incl, vi th covers , 
e:scellent ca>di tion. 

~· Offers requested for 
64 loos e cc pies, all differ- I 
ent, of 'Nel son Lee Librs-ry 
2d new series• Nos, 106 to 
·189 incl , with covers, 
excellent ccndi tion. I 

l 
Executrix - lira, I, Carpenter I 

230 Vatford Road, I 
Barrow, lliddx . ! 

j SPICliL IICY.UCB - llessrs. llod8Bon & Co,, of 115 Chance-ry Lone, 

I 
V, C, 2 will be auctionillg at the end of July , the main 
extenai ve book library of t he late Bill llartin, ca,,prising 
Blooda, early Old Boys' Books and Papers, .Also m111Brous 

I Collector's Ii- , Aeyone interested should apply for 
I Catalogue llhich will contain all necessary details , f'.mll 
I the -.cti omers, • 

II ******* ______ ___. 

! 

I 
/ 



FOUNDED i n ] 94§ by llffllll!RT LECKENl!Y 

v_o_1_._1_1 ____ n_um_ be_r_ 1_99 ______ JUL_ r .... , ...... 1_96_3 ____ ~J!:.~ -

<XlNCFll!IING h"YM!IS 
A religious magazine recontl,y condemned the ol d b,ymns which we 

used to sing in our SWlday School days, 'nle vr1 ter of the arti cle 

concluded with the comment that the b,ymns referred to are •now merci 

M.l,y , one hopes , out of print , " 
While it is pemape outdated in these scientific days t o refer 

to a "Friend for little chi ldren above the bright blue sk;y" or t o 

sugpst that "Jesus bids us shine with a pure, clear J.i8ht , • it can 

hardl,y be denied that we loved those old b,ymns and plenty more like 

them when ve were young . llany of u.s have rmanbered them all our livo s , 

In spite of their undoubtod sentil:Jentali ty , am, in a fev cases , 

mswldshness, they made thei r impressions fo r good , How llllll1)' youngsters 

today could say the vords of even one eymn? They are the poorer fo:r: it, 

A cleryman rocentl,y welcomed s nev lzymnel in his church. It 

consisted of many new hymns , and a few old ones to which new tunes - if 

one could call them tunes - bad been attached , So many poople no longer 
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si.Dg in church, simply because they do not know the tune,. 

A great religious leader once asked "Why should the devil have 
all the best tunes?" Be bad a point there . I t is all too fashionable 
to condemn good old lzymns, and tunes , and 'stories . How the devil must 
18U8hl 

OUR 200th NUMBm 
Next conth 's "Collectors' Digest" reaches i ts two hundredth 

number. Paradoxically Collectors ' Digest is alweys looking back - yet · 
it has never looked back. That last sen t ence , by the way, is lifted 
fran an article which appears i n our 200th issue . 

In August, to celebrate this unique occasion, you will be r eceiving 
th e greatest i ssue of Collectors I Df8est over to be p.1blished. The 
200th edition will be a GRAND SUIIIER OOOBLE NUMBER. It will be packed 
fran cover to cover with good thingil. Apert frcm all our usual pop.llar 
features it rlll contain special articles by all your favourite cont ri
butors - Roger Jenkins, Leonard Packman, Tom Bopperton , 11,0,G. Lofts, 
Ross Story , Neil Beck, Frank Shaw am others . Henry Webb drews our 
special cover for t his 200th IDBlllnOth issue . 

There will be a new story of Slad e , entitled "THE BOY IN THE 
CORNER". The new story of Slade features Pinky~ and, of course, Mr. 
Buldlo. 

There will be a unique canpetition with a money priz e , and our 
:ramous book prizes in addi ti on. 'lbere will be plenty of pictures to 
tickle your heart strings , artic l es to tickle your memory I and othe r 
items t o tickle your sense of humour , 

It is a number of Collectors ' Diilest which we believe you will 
treasure al ways . 

Tho price of this 200th issue will be 4/- , Last month we ex
plained how we shall handle the subscripUons of regular readers to 
cover the increased price of this great OOOBLE NUMBER. lie expect an 
unprecedented demand for this number which marks a mil estone in our 
history. The number of copies availab l e will be limited, If you are 
not a regular subscribe r, and you want this 200th SP»::lAL, you should 
order in gocd time to avoid disappoi ntment , 

THE AIINUAL 
Preparations are now in band for OOLIBCTORS' DIGEST ANNUAL FOR 

1963, Contributors are requested to sead in their material as soon as 
possible , 

lllE EDITOR, 

--~-------·~----------------



DANNY'S DIARY 

A net&Dorphorasls has occurred " Ith !:ft' brothe r Dou&. He has fallen tn l ove. I 
don' t suppose lt will last long b.lt tt ts t.trrlble lffill e tt does. Her naoe ts Yreda 
Bonest ortl tlld she ls very lan gutd. Doug met her on the tennis court Md she plays Uk e 
an tntOJtcated ooth. She looks at r.,e a.s though she Is looking through a bit or glasa. 

Dcua aa,ys she t s rraslle as a plece or Dresden china. t satd she' s oore ltk e m 
old cracked pot, and he was very cross. 

Doug had hal t prootsed to tak e cw to Wtct>leck>nt but afte r all he took Freda In
stead , and he S8" A.F. Wilding beat MaW-tce ?1cLoUghlln In th e gentl enen •s s ingles . Doug 
,ay.s tt was a ~le gace as HcLoughUn' s senl ce ts so t aat that It t s al.mat 
untak ee.ble and he Is called the cannonball. Wil di ng ts a New Zealanaer Md HcLoughlln 
ls an Ameri can. At Ule eOO or the conth Al:Jerlca won the Davis OJp. 

I thi nk Doug was ashaoed or his betr ayal or h ts bro tber, tor he bought ce tlree 
boob . One was a Boyts F'rlend 3d Lttrary cal led •The Rh•al Ct nemtographl s ts• by Sidney 
cren. I don't care i::11ch t or hi s stor i es as t.hey are rather s1111 t think . 

Another book was run & Fiction. lh.ls had a Yery tun..y st.cry called ~;)w:Der 
Lodglngfllll "tth two characte r s Bob BuMuc and Cua Cerkl n. Tbe tlllrd was a Nugget Ltbran 
cal l ed •Tutt7 • Co' s Yacht• which was qu i te a chqe. 

t nln ' t be surprised U I get plenty of books until Ooua and Freda ge t tired or 
one snot.lier . I asked hl tl ffllY f'r'eda talks as t.hoUgh she has a bad gw:tioll In her mouth, 
but Doug says that t s Just her naturaU, rertned speech. 

On JUly 12th there was a bad aectdeni on the Great Eastern at Colchester . 'nle 
express "hleh l eft Crooer at 1 p • .o.. wa., wrecked tbrotl.gh collldlng wi th a llgbt eng l ne. 
The ceatne ()f t he express overturned end Ule driv er, flN!JD!. and guard were ki lled. 
Swcral paasengers were tnJured bUt ros t of ther:i, fortun ately , were at the baclt or U'le 
tr ain behind t he resttw"ant ear s . 

The Gee has been patchy thts tlOOth. •The Ra.seal or St. J to•~ "as Core . u . was a 
splEM.td story In which u gm!bl er called Tl ckey Tapp opened a &SX>llng den In the house 
oo the mor . 

1 Taggle s1 Benef l t• was eood run. To celebrate Teules 65th blnhda¥ , the chuc.s 
got up an entertalru::ient In "hleh 8111.1 Bunter or Creyfrlara gave a ventrlloqulal Show. 
Cll tton Dane' • parrot , Poll.y , pla,ed a part t n the atorY . In the end they presen t ed 
Taggl es "Ith C,. 

l n •Schoolboy d'ld Gentleman Boxr, Too Hen,r was saved bY Tiny Tio, the bantat:1, 
lllho waa aiipear l ng et Wayland ~Ire . But Tiny Tim lnjUNd hi s wris t ..,,en savtna Tom troo 
bandits , so Too toc:« Ti c ' s place l n the boxl~ bout . >. good storY. 

1'1'1e la.st s tory or th e ronth wa., ealled 'Nhunder stood" and It was not In Hart.in 
CUtford' s uau&l style . Hanners was accused ot leaving Cousin Ethel to be gored bY a 
Wll, but aetuallY he was saYl n& a aDall cblld. In the end th e father or the ehlld 
gan Hanners a 1ove1Y camer a. 

On JUlY 19tb the new !Cur saal "a.s opened on the hle ot H.'.ln. Lord Raglan • r.blil 
governor , opened it, and m:x>ng those lf\o appoored were Mad~ Helba , George Robey and 
Ll ttl e Tlc.h. 

A good set or stori es In the Hagnet t ht s cont h. Harry Wharton "as reoelv lng 
.l et ters rroc a oan ca ll ed Jen Gs1d flllo tho!J&ht he had caiFJ:, out R§!7.J,D fA.~~M'9*1 . 
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BRISK BUSINESS IN THE SCHOOL "POP' SHOP. 

ect, bUt It waa 
Nall3 flktMer who had 
gln n Harry' s naoe. 
TM storY was call ed 
• tn .lnother t a Nace.• 

•The Sandow Girl 
at Greytrta.rs• '°ld or 
a Y1Slt of Johm)' Bull' I 
ooostn, nur ry. 

In •uncl e Ftah', 
U\e ADertcan boy put 
q, t ?re e brass bal l s 
Q'Ver h i s st.udy door, 
8"111 atart ed as a 
pa,l\brokcr . But 
BW1ter st e.rted to 
pa,in thln@:S ,t,.lch did 
not belong to hl ca. 

' The F alae rora 
11.ast.er', was tt!'. 
Q.:ielc:h.' a couatn, 
Ull ck rerrers, fllbo waa 
llk.e ti". QU& l eh ,0 he 
lddnapped t he Remn 
ciaster and toat hi s 
place. 

Robe ri Brid.ges has 
been eppolnted Poet 
i.a.re ate , 

We had YNda tor 
t ea to..rds th e end or 
JUlY. She ,.aid !he 
wu a a lll)' puu a., 
the l et out that i t ta 
ber b I rtbda.J next 
week. She aaya ahe 
ne-t"er Uk.es ber boy 
fri ends to know ,tien 
her bir t hday ts as 
they spen:I: more than 
they lhoUld. But. Ille 
to l d Dou& Y8l')' aer l ousJ.¥ 
that .she In s is ted he 
-.Wld not spend moN 
than C2 on her btr tl'r
d&Y present. 

I moueht Dou& 
l ooked a bit green. 
NaYt>e I shan't aet 
iin:, more boOU 1rc:c 
bl m, af ter all. Yet 
911\lle , at &111 rate. 

__ ... ________ ..,,.. __________ ... , ___ ~_ ........ , ... ______ _ 



Conducted by JOOEPHINE PACIOU.H. rt Archdale Road, Ea.st 
~hleh I l,ondm 1 81 61 22, 

N:Yli THE AV'TP.QRl 
BY w,uer W•bb 

1'ht well - •ar l td atytes or tbost ~s . old-Uoe WflON JACK writer, ot tered 
thecat l •u t o easy ldentltl oatlon In ao1t cues , #'w2 It was oni, the oceu lonal contr l bu

tQr 'M'lo 'IIIOS brought in t o unt old a pnrtl cUlar type or yam cutalde thl provi nce or th e 

regular s that sOCII dtrt1 culty racec1 the resesrcher in hlS QUet t t or &1.thorshlp. BraY'don. 

Goddard , H111ter, Camon - all were wri ters or lndlYldUal lt y whoae wor1< ru.d dlstlnctl vt 

er-au., or cb.aracterhtlcs t.o aepar ate thta rra:i t he Nat or their o.:iueacuu and conae

quentJ..1 Ctlke Mo eaq prey to the p?'Olfl.t ncs or t hl researcher . 
There wa.a a school.caster naoed Locax, Jllboae ,ortt. \mder th e pen--na:,e: or Herbu •t 

Maxwell 11 reoe:mtr ed cht erly by N a,o n or th e ract th a t ht crea t ed Tinker . The l a t e 

Herb ert LAckenbY onc.e wrote that t\axwell had a cur tou.a, jerty 1t7le. He w3s also a 

wrl ter who obYlou1l1 li ked t.o ge t t o the end or h l 1 nan- .itl•t ln the shor tes t po11 lbl 1 

tt oe and wi th the r:ilnl i:u:i etr ort , ror he had a •a, or using ShorJ , cr isp 11nt enet1 al'l1 

puttlna eech one dolWl below th t other . Here t s an •Xcc>l• or wtlat l r.ean taken tru:I the 

story •CUIHrnG AGAl !tn' SKIW 

Vhac. was the n:i.ture or the ir buslne11 with Sir George? 
Were they trYl nc t.o buy t he enaoel troa hlc:1 
Was he perstsuntlY rerua t ng t.o ,ell I~ 
Waa he In their power In SOOII Will, or were they In hi d? 

What was th e ato ry or the bNas t platt? 
And to on. 

Bettine bis aentencu d<wl th1J t.ht author could use up quite a l ot or space wl t.h 

the t ewest poss ible words . Thi s picture or a zaa.n In o hUl'TY "a.s borne out Odl1 )'tara ago 

fflen an edit or or 810 BUDCCT wrote at>out an Int erv i ew he hlM:t with 113XWell - or r ath er wrt.at 

he hoptd IIIIOUld have tr.wispt red to haYI bt tn an t nt t n l ew. Tbe td l tor , havt na oadt o 

apectal Journey to t.hl aitbor• a bom , wa1 dl meJtd bn the l a tter decUned to be l nttz

Ylewed tor tht btne tlt or hll re aders , juq>td In to hll m t cr-car and drovt orr . 

Will.UM tuW.T CRATD'>' • whO created rtrs t ttr1. 68.rdell and tben Pedro • " al a nry 

good wrlttr , ,no 1t q,1Y could not tntu ,e Blete with Sl¥thlng lik e t he viril ity th a t oot t 

or hi• coll eagues d id , ana hi • presentation or tht character ll tdenttr led " ' t.h a very 

ordln~ Blake: or r:athtr aooc1y charact er end CIJCb 1111 pbl1l cal proweas tbOn hU been 

attr i buted t o hi =.. cre,,don alee used • ll'IOf'd l'e!"Y trtquentl.1 In hts dtaloeue l'lhlch wu 
lflunned by' hla conttCl)Orarlu, am by this tact alone his s t or1 ts cen bt tul}J" st nal td 

out . ni at word was ' bade•, I. e . •r& e oover ~ boy, • bad.t Bl ake urgent).y. Togettl er wtlb 

ht s well ~knofrl Scotl.,d Tard charecter 1 Jn,peetor w~~o rese arcber need bl tn , . .flf ,... 
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dltrtcultJ In ldtntlfJln& Ol'a)'donta at.or'IH . 
ln coci,lt t e contra,: t Ml Non:iet1 Goddard'• Interpretation ot bow Blak• lhould be 

portraYed , end t he ru uH wu hardl.7 aatt 1rytng, for thl a cercur t al ,oung wrU.t r went over 
to Uie other atNL'MI and fr30Cd 111 the clnd e r thl rtader thl pi cture of a 80Cl8lllN.t arro-
gant, 1'Jthorat1Yt W'ld bouttul lllke , quite 1r1l1lt tint c:tea taned bJ .., author or that 

er .,;y other era. To gtn aom Idea or llbat I aean, beN IN a t• uaci>lu or Coddardt I 

dlalocue : 

(a) •a l a rt/ bUslnu a to know thln&al' Sot.on Blek• aatd cooll.J . 

( b) •c1oae the door , Tinker ,• Sexton Blake ordered . 

(c.) •1 aa Stxt<:I\ a1at1 ,• t.ht de tective Noarted lndU!INnUy. •t ou ca, 
ha'rt htartl of oe~ 

n,e Yt rt> •ol'dere<P Is to bt found tl:,e and Um again In dialogu e aet doll'I b7 

Goddard s1d uture<t b7 Blak e , end t.he repetition or IUeh sentences as aboYt tol"II a sttgoa 
that an aa:it~r or the det ectlvt •a c:tw'act.er t1001 dlattnetlnly dl!Qa¥1n&, alnoe dUe to 

Ult expert Nndltnc ot th e l u dln& authors In &tnttral trld the tocoq>arabl e G. u. t eed In 
pllf'ttcul.m" , cur aental picture or Blake b that ot am, QUl1tl7 ooura&eous , aodut. 6ld 

IC)Cllldnt rtNned .. oertatnl,1 nothtnc resld>lln& tb t rather conoUt.ed bre&&,ar(. tb t author 

tn question pcll"U"97ed hlia to bt . 
Lik e KmNll, (ioddord had a JIRY sty} e encl Ob't'lou.s.17 llll"OU hll stories 8' a '8ar

f!llfAY pace - henct: the repet iti on ot eertaln tU'CII s'ld phraae a - end It 11 q.Jlt.e eu, to 
dlseon r lust Wbtn his PlUtlllr 1tor les started end Utose ot th e crlglnal c.roat.or ot the 
charoct.er - NI ch.all Storo• 1 l ort orr. 

Stom•• st.ortu were mooUier In n.arretton: M UHd &lelk:e•a aimeoe on1Y In bis 
dtaloeut Md W&I CJON pmctll lou, tn that ht al-,s ended a , .. tenc• or dlaloeut wttb 

tb • naoe ot the .~ . On the other NPd , Goddard uaed tb• eharacttr•s Ml naDt or 
Snt.on. Blato , Sid, u onen e.s not , ended bla un tences ot d laloOM wlt.h tb t 'flr'b er 
actTeJ'O. You on1Y had to look dotlll'I the rtr1t colum or print In tb• ttrtt ~bltltu te 
Plua::ier storr to 1pot the dlt t erenct , whld\ gou to Pf'O'ft j u1t how lqx,rtant a study ot 
an author•s dltlogue ~ be In tht traetna: of WW\.o,in or doubt tul euthOr'shlp. 

Looking beet , one wonders tC1J It wu tbat IO IWl1 or U. ait.Nrs 'lll'lo cam Wlder tM 

notice of HIWlt.on tc,lard.s ariS hi s eontmporartu talled to at'4 1n any rec oanttlcn out.

a ide their o,n P4rtl0,1lar f ield ot ba,s • ttctlon. Wart they conoemed In t l')'llll to ICl)l'OTI 

upon their ttchll que as theJ continued wrl tll'll onr the years , or •re t.ht:y content to 

plod alcn& alml taa l)', dlstrlbutlnJ \ht S8DI old at.utt, couchacl In ciore or lua Interior 
f:n&lltb on M'IUICl'lpt.a "11cb, u quite a ttw oldtl• edito r hen conre.uid , W e th8c. a 

bt.edaeht fftz7 tic.a t.he.J wtN cal.ltd q,oci t o tQ &rd dueldat.e w:t»t ,.. N"ltten upon. .,_ 
J. w ry tlderl.Y aentlec.en , now retired troa tht edltorlsl chair p ll'flna In re

tlrctnt. In thl 1'ut countrr thl last l beard troo hill , had IOICt trillcb"ntna vtns on 
UIJ, atbleet I tor, d\rlfll llln)' years aptnt on U... BOTS' RDUU) and oUler papert, ht cace 
lnw oontaet with U'IY' ot the wrU.ers who ban bt«1 the Sl.i>ltc t or tntere1tlna dl1CUulon 
ln Ult Tarlou., coll ectora 1 NrCUlnta. . I wu trri.1¥ tnt on»d that r:ertt ot thON .-ttera 
wtrt ju.st cut tor &IOOQ' 11>IMl111 tnd cr'Omd out Lon.a or ut u r tri pe 11J::c>l7 r.o 11t eaab 
tflCI ntHr toot tbt trouble to tr, t o .. 1te a lint ot decent Enaulh. 

tbU probeblr upla tna lb7 10 r..- or Che earl,y ,. , . autborl 1:1111• thl cradt .. a;iney 
qa the nu tlhteh rooted thl nciatnder io m , toot ot the tNe ot a1Ceeaa, or llflloh 
-,ett e.r trult.1 thet were duttnld ntnr w tut t , tf'll11t thou Jllho,e ability enabled. thm 
to cum Jt, l ookl<I dom\ upon U'lm In trlUqlh. 
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Ot the lat ter was Oiarles Racllton, whose prog re ss rroo an ear ly UNION' JAOt l'ITl te.r 

or the 1890•s to a regular cootrl OOt or i.o th e MAOOET or the 19J0 1s 'll'as recarkable, and 
lt ts ot absorbing intere st to follow hts dn elopcent end ulttci.a.t-e near-pe rt eet t on tn 
wri ti ng onr th e years. Such ls the wide &ult tn r:ierlt bot.Ween the stor i es he wrot e tor 
these papers t hat I t Is dlrflcul t to belt en tha t they were written by the sa:ie can . 

It has already been recark cd that a feature or Harillton • s wttlng was his faultless 

~J:~~!~ :~~!~1fo1~:.t~t:e~·Y:1: ~::':oap~~,~~\~:~4: ~ 
begl Mer, y-ou wlll rl nd .such oroe rlin ess l ackin g, and his dialogu e c rude , l'lhllst t he 
nrb woold just as ltkelY be round aner the orator • s nace a., before. Skip a rew year s , 
9W"V8)' the Hamil ton or 1905 , and you will observe a bl& ln:provecent In his wont . Per
haps oot yel\lU th ere that tci,eccablllty In phrasing , nor yet th e meticu l ousn ess o r the 
dial ogue aa a ..001e; Wt there was evidence or approaching ma.tarlt)', and there was tor 
rx,re st ablltt f In hts writing general).y. It fCQ read U..J. No. 76 enti tled •fllc Secret or 
the School• :rru will observ e that t he authOl' placed the verb 11:'lledtately bet ore the na.:ie 
ot the character utte ri ng the di alogue, and onl)' on e.itreciel.f rant occasi ons did he do 
otherwi se. U a matter or l ntenat , t.hla story reatured ms . Bl&tc.e: but It was not th e 
f&l)Us Sexton, ot cours e. The character wos Sidn ey Bl ake, a new bey at St. C¥nth1a ' s , 
one or Charles Hao.tlton•s le aser knOffll schools . 1'hta year - 1905 8 seeoed t o cark the 
turning point. The aithor had decided exact i, how hi s sentenc es were to be traDed, and 
t roo. then right up t o the publt c.atlon or the J..Qteat Dunt.er Books the verb was never used 
to end a sentenc e ot dialogu e. 

Row Cl8nY ot the e arl)' Sext on Blake writers t ollowed th i s r.l!thod or sentence la)'lng 
as r avoured by Char l es Hamll t.on7 Well , quit e a good]y numer It seeos , md the task ot 
caking out c ategorical lists ot the authOl"s and th e Wal t hey t rao,,."d t hei r s entences or 
di al ogue has been a C10st taselnatlng one , and after ciany oonths o r deep nscarch , I haTe 
pl &eed sooe or them Into th etr appropr iat e grouping.a. 

GROOP •A.• eocprt ses too&e 1llho Cavoured Cbarles Raollton' s rul e Md stringen tly placed 
the aperat tve word bet ore the n&:>e. 

GMUP •a.-conta in., those writ ers whO ~ foll owed th i s aethOd, but on c loser 
tnspectlon were tomd to oceas tonall.y do t he appoalt e. 

CflWP •c• rt nds those authors lflo favoured the opposite way and ttere ioore prone to 
pl ace the verb l a.n tn a sentence or dialogue than othenrtse. Thls nethod ts als o pre,. 
ren-ed b)' the Blake author or t oday, as those Jflo react th! current s. B.L' :: will know. 

GROUP •O- sees these who were very tnconst stent tn tJ:Sa respect, ard flho were Just 
a.s llk elY to hav e adopted one cethOd as the ot~r . 

GROUP •A.1 seem to contain the predmtn.ant nw1>er or writ ers , end here are sooo ot 
the better known J:MDbers or the Bl~ e t raterntty , Who, wttll Wt two notab le e·xcept tons , 
have passed on: 

c;. R. Teed, Ntchael Stol'tl, E..J. NmTay, r .c . BrtcJgea, &.w. ilals, w. n. Hooo-Gall, 
ilec o. Pearson , Cecil Ha)'ter, T.c. Dowlt ng Nal tland , Arthurs. Rard1', F.dtlY 
Searl es Boocks (lld Horace Phillips . 

<:ROOP 191 has In tt soce well • reoe!:'.bered nl't3es, Md the se l nclude: 
Herbert HaDell, Paul Ren-lng, R. Gregory Hll l , Crl chton Nlln , J.G. J ones and 
Wtllla.o J • DaYtleld . 

OROUP •c,i also ha.s 11C1t1e dist i ngui shed naoes , st ill ~red wi th atr ect l on u 
belna; thoso or writers who gave J:Xr1Y l'lourS or enjoycent to the i r read ers aurt ng Blak e•.s 
halcyon years: 

Noman GO<Jdard, Andrew HurTey, Jack Lewis , E. J . Gannon and Ctce}T H8l31lton, 

GRWP •DI The atara t n thlS categorY did not shine qutt..e so brtg,ht l.y , and , aport 
rroo two or thee , they have not gatned th e attention 1lilh1d'l., t n various cieasurea , ha., been 
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ll)owered on C.hltr predtees,or.. 
w. f'IUn'IY Orll)'don. s. Cordon ShaJf, ll'TIHI. A. TNoc.on, Hou(Mon To..1,, end 
Bt111le\on Proud. 

Ccai tl nued) 

LAST WORD ON AN AffiilllWT 
By V, 01 G, Lofts 

I have road vi th considerable interest the recent articles by 

Ernie Cartor and Val ter Webb on the controvers ial subject of the actual 

authorship of S,B,L. 1st sories No. 5 ( ' Midst Balkan Peri ls) . 
Having been directiy responsible for obtaining the official S. B.L, 

and U ,J , li e t of authors , I fool I can add considerably to the argu,:,ent 

and perhaps have the last word on the subject. 
Firstly, I couldn 't agree more with Walter that the story , and 

ospecially the theme, roads like Villi.an l!urra,y Gro.ydon; but I could 
not disagree more with hiJ:t that thore is an obvious mistake in the 
off i cial records, Raving personally met many Blako authors - and in 

sOOB cases etrik1ng up o personal friendship - and learning quite a 
nu:ober of things that wont on behind the scenas , I wculd eey that 

Val tor ovorlooks the fact that wri tere are only lnll:lan. I could quote 
many instancos wher e tm autho r has writt en a story and hsnded it to 

someone els e for that person to receive payment, Vhp lcnovs what 

~ont V.M, Gr9l'OOn nnd E.S. Brooka may have had in 1915? Ma;,be 
V,M,G, 'owed' E,S ,B, a s tory - or helped the latter out when he vas 
indisposed, Official records show, for instance, that Gwyn Evans wrote 
1Tbe Mistletoo Milk llystery ' (U,J, No, 1365) but Georse Rees confessed 
to me that ho wrote it for Gwyn whon the latter ,ms indisposed , 

With all respect t o Valtor , here i s anothe r point ; can ho te ll 

V,M, Graydon' • sty l e with certainty? Despite the fact tha t this was 
repltcd to bo easy to detoct , several U.J. stories that Val ter has been 

unable to treoe have been proved .to have come from Gro.ydon'• pen, I 

also well ro""'bor sane yoars ago vhon the late Herbert Leckenby 
claimed to toll W,M,G' s sty le instantly, and yet - aiong with Walter -
he was querying for years the authorship of the I Derek Cl)'le • dotective 
stori es in the "Detectivo !oitrory" which woro later proved to have boon 

written by none other than Vi.llia:> lllrro.y Gra.yclonl 
Val ter (and othere) arc of courea quite entitled to their ovn 

opinion that the story under argument was vri tten by W,M, Gro.ydon, but 

so tar as official records go E,S, Brooks is credited with writing it_ 



and this should be accepted • 

• • • • * 

(In all fairness to Walte r Webb I would explain to Bill that Walter told 

mo himsalf that tho stories he had listed as "=traceable" were so 

stated only becau..e he did not possess a copy of the particular issues 

and was thus 1lll8blc t o trace the aut hors hip for that very reason . J . P. ) 

• * * • • • • • • • • * * 
TRE PASSING OF SEXTON BLAKE 

Tho Sext on Blake Library ca,es to an end this month. This is 

what Michael lloynihan , writing in THE SUNDAY TDmS, had to sa;;, about 
ill 

. 

Arter 70 JUN or active Ure, but still up to his pene t rat i ng blutegrey ty es tn 

U-c:\lble; Sexton Blcke haa cord\lcted ht s la st cue . 
The N:lrld ' a l on1es ~ torv ln& <leteo tt ve aacie hll debut In 'The Nl ll l n& ttUU onatre • 

In t89J - a tturdy tt,ure with a b1~ bowl er , eta.sc.to-slded bootl ra::! a heaVJ 

•aU:lrc - stt ck . He Uke, hJ 1 bow t hll aontb In •fll• La.si. Ttae .. aptl ghtll er thm ner 

a.s ht cq>u wit h a pocket or Jf!Ps ~ thi nk th o 1'31"' s ac.111 on - but t 3,llt ns at l ong 

l ut, t,o a 'M>tlM. 
Dnol.ed re3der3 cil&ht h&Yt senNd there was dM&tr ahead tn 1956 'l'lhen. Blake 

acqu ired a NIW Look .. Md a bl onde secnt&IT cllled Paula Dane. Until then he hod been 

falthtul t,o Ma Btlker Street tl)artca\ t a (h e wu tnOW1 u the • ot rtc:e-bo7 •1 Sherlock 

Holm,. 1n h t a Cl"U[1>tt..1attna c;taya). Hl s hauaukeeper Hrs . Kortha Bardell (t ha t t aunt ot 

Cll.lapropt s:e) Md Tinker , the boy or tndetermnate ac• who t11111 hi s wo.uon. 

Whm '1 N t1'QJ Publ teat tons ~ over hi found b lmt'lr In an ottl ce In Berke ley 

Square , a c:rou between a C2le:,ne1 Cftarectcr ffld J ar:ie1 8onc1, with Ttnk , r plol'ng aeea'ld 

tl dcSle t o th e leggy Paula and Che brunett e reoeptt ontat, ttnr t(JI. Only l aat year , a Hrs . 

T. Clanc1 ot Clll enbat, New Sooth WAl.11, H&mt<l the aathors that tbey were Daki ng t oo 

aach or th e 1tr1. 
Too l a t e . The can wh> could once spurn the gl aaorous ROXMt on her lunar,, 

7acht , wl th •tt I admit arr, ot tbe ,o ttn ess or what you SUB£est into ttf Ute , t t neana 

~ caN1er would surur ,• bu proved no cat.ch tor the ProToeatl ve Pai la . Wooding bell s 

on a Pa,::.ttl o ldand han spelt Sext.a'l' , deat~e ll. 
Indeed , It 1M.S dQrtcJy hinted yane rda,y by hi s latut chron icler •Wllltac, A. 

Bal li nger- that he QaY yet pop up 88atn. 'Wh1 no, a Rewm or Sexton Blake? Hol cc s NO• 

It .• 

Y:!!!,.,W~~ Fi rst iwo ~ 19ll7, 19l,B. £1 ea.eh ottered . c . o. 

WRITE: 801 C.R. c/o Colleotort• Dtgeat, E:ret11lor House , fr'o'U Roed, Surbtton , 8\lrr'ey • 
.,_, ... , ........ --.......... " ..... .., ............... -..... _ .... , __ ._,. ___ ,.. ____________ _ 
~ Jfel ,on Lee LUror lea 1921.r-19}}. All o St . f"r1'\k S .0 .L' •· Flrat cla.sa cond iti on 

'iiienllal . l'ull u t detail a to : NORNJ.N PIUGNEU., }3 BRAE !fflUET, LIVDU'OCL, 7 • 

AAtltl d nli!J. __ .,._., ____ .. .,,,, ___ .... --·-··-N·-.. ---·-'" __ ,.., ________ _ 
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fE, N, ~~r!'41,8:';°~!rt,:,";,Lk~ ";;: i1,467~'.J; ;;,981!089!491 !892!997, 
98, 1c6, 111, 11', 115, 133, 129, 1J7, 1.:,8, ,~ . 155, 156, 159, 16o, 161, 162, 191, Z74. 
10 Smool.clrl•• Olm 19'24 - 5. 25 ni, Scbool&lrl troc No. 1 1922 - }. 

~;~(; )~ci!b;,~~i1~l1t·,~: ~.~;.~;:,·,~: ~ .8f¥?1:·,~: :1.1~. 
298, 350, '68, J74, '33, t,c:6, 1111, 384. n-.nt IUcbarda Tbt Lc:int Tuan. 
a.r.L. Jd 2i, Thi Great~ (Nti.on Let ) 2:5 Thi St.ol• llu.bclrtn e (Nelaon L .. ) 
1}4 1be Nill l'\Uter 1a Secrn (Sixt.on Blake ) 124 Across Ult Equotcr (Suton 81.akt) 

68 8a.ztm Blek.1•1 fruit. 
e ,r.L , .}d. "67 Cc,Uth; Ethel ' • Sc.booldqa, Top or fi rst pac11 aiUlaUd and a bit ta.tt.1, 
8,r,L. :,d, 15J 1M 811Wlt 11\n t (St . Jl.a'I ) 
n ,,.L , t,d.. Z7J 11.baL'• W'rorW wlUl tbe ROTa"I (Nil.sin Let) 
a ,, . L. itd, ,.19 Rtcirem NJnor caw. Ha=tlta,) SQIJ n.e SchoolboJ Cest.111M11 (N. curtord ) 
NmnY ~ and Id Harff:15 encl -id P1ucu , Bo71 O\eq>lon, ftl.e Chaci>lon Arnlal 1914, 
B,F'.L, 1-1, 410 Rook Patrol (Pent t lO'II') 558 Tho Rhal Cai,taln t (wycutr e) Pentelow 
752 1be s 11th Foro ac. HanarUi (Haygo.rth) Pent elow 
756 ,,,. l!a:Tl~t at Honenh (Hqprth) Ptnttloo 

9 ca.rden or C4rdensblrt (Pent.low) 9) nw Bcbool tor Hard Ca.sea (Pen"low ) 

V1'UOf UY, 52 QAILEIQI CAIUDIB, W:lfflfONE1 ~. M,20. 

~6;~~:·~~~B~E~~U' Boots. --- ·-- ....... _, _______________________ _ 
t'ilr,L,,.!'..nc,R~ ~!!':i~·B~~ an:0~: ~~r1:: r~~~;:,::1:rd~oo~ ' 

1 
Contata, ltlW,1117 md Rent.7 t.:1111. 
1 • !d Creon a. No, 1,o (19071 1 · Id...,,,., No, '11 (1909) 1 • Id 11<11•• 1, .i,, 
roo<l>al l Llbrar7 No, 25 (191P)," Earl:, .ll'd 1 .... , 8, B,L, ... I• Id 8, 8,L•s, 8,B,L. 
AMuo1 Ho, 2 Earl:, .ld B,P,L, Earl:, /,d B,r,L. 
WANTfD .. No, t)6 2nd new ,ertu Helson Let , s., . E. pl eau . 
H. lHXlG , t) St, Wl£t8 Sf'REET, IWI.RCII tN MtHD38, Lancl. 

!'!.ffl Iii;~ ~~"~: 1~:!'~!:t.~~~~4n tor •JCMtW• • 

11DOUAL II>ITIClf Of' 1fllE Alll'C8100RI.PHI OF PIUNI RJatJ.RtS• - ~ / ·. Packed 11lt.b 

Jn"resurc rtadlrc m "1lllf1 taaclna.ttrc pi cture, , •1\h a lotll iui,pl cie nt Cf'! Charles 
Ra::illton 1s 'IIOrk b1 ~tc hin t . Obtotn.able fr'(D ' ta1' bootlhop or direct troa Collectorat 

Dt1u t crtlct. ftMi f.dttor or c .o. wth mil tl\1 aic.obloVl,J)l\1 to "'' edc:lrt&1 1n tbe 
1'0rld . 
_____ , ____ _ 



Let 's Be Controversial 

No, 68, 'mE HEAVIlfLY TWINS 

Tho Geo and tho Ka&oot are linked together for all til:,o , To 

speak of one will bo inevitably to bring to oind the other , They or,, 

as synoeymous as oggs and bacon, fish and chips , Laurel and llnrd.Y, 
They woro truly "componion papers" - more so than OJ\Y other two period 

icals in the history of light li teraturc , 
'l'lloir great af'fini ty vns that each told the t\111 sto ry of- ono of 

tho two greatest schoo ls in tho world of mske-boliove . Yet their 

couraoa, oe J8pers, wore individual . Thoy ran by no molllls on pa:rsllol 

lines . 
Eoch paper enjoyed its heyday at a different tiJ::o. We have al 

re.Jdy passed the opi nion that the Magnot was at its greatest in tho 

period relJ8hly bounded by th e years 1927 and 1933, f or tho simple 

reason that th e writer was th en at his greatest . But t he Gom, for the 

largest inrt of trot period , was in the hands of substitute writers, 

and from mid- 1931 vns presenting r e- prints, 
Ono of th e great channs, for mo, of Roger Jenkins' <U"ticles , is 

the way he slipe in on item - easily , thoughtful ly , 8l1d with eomriction -

that i s puro c<Jllllonsense to ovory student of l!aoil tonia, Last month , 

for instance , he was writing of the Indi an Sucmer of the G<111 - thnt is , 

tho period roughly bounded by the ycsrs 1921 and 1924 , Ho coa;iented : 

"llut though the plots were good and tho details woll t hought out , thoro 

was undoubtedly something missing . Tho long stories of the blue Com 

afforded a c,or e lei surely approa ch - " 
And there ho gave us truth in a nutshell, 
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My own view is that th o golden age of the Com camo roughly in 

the yeara 1911 - 1913. At that til:le Charles l!a::,ilton wsa pouring his 

greatest gifts into tho Ge<I, juat aa , raany years lat er , he """ to pour 

them into the l!agnat, The gonuine Gan s tories vero then at t heir longest 

in th e histo ry of the pa per . I consider , in f act , that the autho r was 

frir moro successful with thcso loni; GEl!1 s tori es th.o.n ho was in similar 

very long sto ri es which appoared in th o Mognet in the la te r thi rti es . 

I think tho r eason for this is obvious . Aloost every l ong Coe, sto ry 
held a plot which was c001pl.eto in its elf , In tho long sto r ies of tho 

lat er Mngnet, each lo ng s tory waa only part of a seri es , and this meant, 

inevitably , paddi~ to spread out the plot over a number of weeks , 
In the blu e C.., of 1911 - 1913 the school sto ry was , without ney 

question , the star attra cti on - and it was presented as such , Thero 
was no pretence of the supporting progrome which was to shorten the 
main s tory in lo t er yenrs , Just the main fea tur e - am the serinl , 

And even the serials in the se years were probably the best in the CEil I s 

l ong hi story - "The School Um.er Canvas•, "Birds of Pr<>y", "Sir Billy 

of Greyhouse. 11 

Thero is ample evidence tha t St , Jim ' s wos more poJ'llar than 
Creyfri ars in theao years - ond Charles lltor.liltcn knew it, an:! gave it of 

his best , 'ilben the Peney Poiwar started in 1912, it gave i ts renders 
not th o early tnle s of Harry Wharton but those of Toe Merry , It was not 

until 1915 that tho eorly Croyfrinrs tal es featured in the Dreadnought, 

and by that time things had changed, E<lrly in the life of t he Penny 

Pop.,lor the firat two Creyfritlr3 atori es were serialised for a f ew 
weeks - nnd then dropped, It was r.ot until 1916 that Creyf'riars 

joined St , Jil:l' s regularly i n the Penny PoJ'llar , 
Aro whil e th o Cw was enjoying it s heyday, the !lagnet also 

prese nte d plenty of excellent otories - nnd bol stered up it s progr=e 

with three pages of cOOlic pictures which lowered its t one. 
Great stories wore t o 00:.10 ago.in in the C... in later years . The 

Indian Sumner of t ho CoC>, from roughly t he years 1921 to 1924 brought 
scores of unforgett able tale s , but, us Regor Jenkins so SIJ6'lly observed , 

they were o,arred by thei r shortneso , Alweys the St . Ji.e ' s sto ry was the 

Min at traction , but by tho tioo of the Indian Sico:er , t he supporti ng 

proel'llllllle vos t oo heavy. I vorder what proportion of read ers ever 

bothered t o read the itetlS in that support i ng progrw,me, 
I think that , takillg both papers as n res pectiv e whole , th e Gem 

wo.s t.'>e more dignifie d paper , The tvCHlOlumn pcao helped to prese rve 

that dignity , Tho Magnet vent over to three coluc,ns early in the first 

~.~!!. Vnr1 an:!- ~~ it till the em, The em _!:"vertod t c the two 
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col= page ofter the vor and did not ab<lndon it in favour of throe 
colucns until the middl e thirties vhcn St . Frnnk 1s became a gues t in tho 
Gm, 

Two collllllDS preso nted a neat er , more dignified appeor:inoe than 

three . Ju.st vhl.t was t:he reason f or three columns? We ll , obvious ly 
aore reading m>tter could be crom ed into one poee , perticulnrly vhere 
dialogue vss concerned . Such ejaculations w, "Ho, ha , "'11" and "Ohl " 

and J'Vh,,t" occupied a whol e li ne , and it made a sa ving of space if 
tha t line was only part of a thr ee- col 11mn page. il,\ybe Greyfri nrs had 

core of these short ejacula tions than St. Ji,;, ' • • 
I think th e blue cover of the eorly Gem vss moro dignified , 

though not nocossarily aoro a ttrectiv e to boys , than th e rod of t ho 
Magnet. And in 1923, tho rod whit e , and blu e cover of t he Gee, always 

a j oy, cert o.inly had th o ed,;e of the yellow and black covor of the 
Ha,;net , Just wl\y the Gem abandoned that red , white and blu o jacke t in 

1938 in favour of a mustard shroud can only be oxplai ned by the fac t 
tha t the latter vss choaper, but evon BO i t i s exoxplicabl o that n 
bri;!hter tint was not adopted , whil e the reducti on of pogo size is 

oqually unaccountnblo , 
Probably the least attrectiv e t1oo far both papers Wll3 tho year 

1918, vbon nll frills ver e abandoned , the in te ri or ill ustrotions vcre 
s=ll , the print reduced in n ze , the three-c olumn poge giving the 
.!,;ipressi on of everything being crecped . Plus , of course , tho reduction 

in si ze to 16 pages , on poor quality paper . llan.y Com r eadere find th o 
illustrations of Warwick Reynolds a redeeming qual ity for thi s sCJ!lbro 
perio d, but , in fact , both papers vero BO cooperatively poor at thia 

t1oo that it speaks much for their popularity that t hey were e.bl e t o 
out liv e this section of their hi story . 

lly 1920 th e Gem vss a t an unattroctive s tage , when the schoo l 
story vss o.andvi chcd between two sorinl instal.tlon ts for msey conths , 
a poriod which passed gradually in t o t ho Indian 11\mnor vi th t ho pape r 

glowing again thougjl never quite reca pturing its old c,agic . And as the 

yoars passed , tho substitute vri ters gredunlly bococe core eviden t until 
by 1927 ve found ta supplying all the stori oa , 

With tbo advent of the reprint s in 1931 vo found yet a new glow 

over t he Gem, which sl owly dlll:led as too old s t orios vere too dros t i call y 

pruned , th e two-column lay -out gave woy to t hro e colucns , am, looking 

ahead t o saddor days perhape , the Gem oven used its centre peges for ,. 

se rial story in picture s . 
The llngnot never passe d through the U!'I and downs experi enced by 

th e .Gem, .• bu.!.t .• due ... t o .. tho . reey years .. that its centreJour . J?Ol!<>S were ........ .. 
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usod for "Supplocen t s" of varying types , it was oore of a hotc h- potoh 

of a p, por . '1'1ough its finest stories appo:,red at t he close of the twen

tio s an:! the opening of the thir ti es , it was not until its filllll f ev 

years tha t it found a dignity vhich was entirely wortey of it . 

It ' s just D/1 point of viovl Vlint' s yours? 

* * * * * 
CONTROVERSIAL BCl!OES 

No1 66, THE VIT.\L SPARK 

~t~C:~ ~~!:! '~ ~~t=!:1.:.~n:~ ~ ~~r:\~ ~~~·~:.:~!'~ 
t ho 11a&net sto r ies t ra: bea lm l na to eM CllSt agree U\at the ycora 1927 - ~ roug h!.)' con

stU.ute <Jw-lu Hac1lto n• 1 gNa t est achJenaent. l U'ltnk he egNed wl th th i s , though he 

MS 1metl oe1 reluctant to ~ tt that there ea a t alllna-o t t ett er 19~. But when t 

exac lntd the l'tl.gnet, In hi s 1tud)' CLl)board at •Rose L8Nl1 (""lch represented 4 tew 

doUbcra t ell' held back 'lllben the retwnde r were g iven rcr s.'.llvose dur ln& the war) I dta-

oovertld th&t c.hey wtre a ll rroa Ull a 'fery per toa. Ht hlcselt cw:t h......Ye knofln tull well 

thai. U. y repr esenc.td the ~t or his ocbt neaent 1111\Cn ht aet eeted the rcr rcteniton . 

I l et l that th.l a l a a ope or th e author ' s dec isi on bt lns rt naU 

The r euon •hY thl s peri od .-iould have been so spl endid Mc1 ,my Ulere shou l d hove 

been a t ,•l . .Unc ott later 1 1a • Ytf7 dlt tleult one t.o an .. er. I feel wt t.he us lstanea 

wtt.h th! oonsini.ctlon or th.t pl ots°"" be onlY halt tht M•er. 'fflt Ot\lY WllY t o solve 

tht a dttflcult, Js, I thi nk, to l ook at the J11Jrt: or othe r authors enc1 to real i se that 

llhon 1en1u1 coces to ruu n oite.r tt cannot rcr:iatn lnde flnJt elY In that at oge. Oeorge 

Bernard Sl'IM, ror txacs,le , U'nd to a. &Nat ec• Sid went on writing alD:>at all the tt ae ; 

ht u.sed to aa:, t Mt hh l u t pl,ays we.N hh btrt , ti.It crtttcal op inion pN ter a tt .:>• or 

hl 1 cld:Ut period . nw oo.st populcr Dickens• OOTel s an Choat or tbe otdd l a peri od. 

And Shakespeare ( who •urt tdt the pl ou or a ll but one or hta plays rra::i oth er autho r •) 

wrote all th e rCDOU1 plays t n h i s c.lddle period . It ,eens that , In Qfddle u re , a ..-tt er t s 

1mt u.a still rt:t.atn, It s JOUthfu.l ien and t , e.t tht aece t lm cocblned with • turlt.Y :ino: 

experience . At al l ne nt s thl No.gnGta or thl Colden .l&e •an a quall t, which none poa.,eascd 

before or n.tter . The 1929 Qlrlatcns bollda.Y at Wharton Lodge has an ota>sphert Chat 

11>artles 110 the bubbles on dw::l)agne . /J I was onlJ' tour at t.ha.t t we , I t ht nk 1 can 

tni.tb.tullJ' aq th at f1¥ Jlkl&eoent 11 not clCIUded by r:::, )'OUtht\ll nostal& t c OE!CIOl'lu& 

~lt~: ·!~~:nachll.!: :~ :"ch1!:: ew-'andtodi:~~c ~~M~nl>4l~!~t~e lt ed 

RIOl.lld paM.t oularl.7 st ru s 1927 to 1930 t or W outstdxUng serl ts that eppe.ired cllrtn& 

tha t per i od. '!be liaDt Kid, South Seu , Hl &h Ooks, Hol lrwood, Brender Rebt ll l on end t he 

tnc, tred Q\ IM eplaodu, SUNlY J"Gt't!t1)eroo wi th a rrectt on aM noat allla. One wonders In 

'lllbat ordet' ot pretentnce reoch:rs w<lUld rate theN tfld ot her series .. tt ten <irt ,- tho u 

hah,oa ,e ars , 'fltlen the Vital 8parlt bUmed ~ lta brl&htest and best . 

ij~~our 11~~ rd~ '1,/. T~:-'ns~ ~.: ~~: 1::d-:~ =~n~~~t ~~ea tbat 
1927 - 34 wu a golden age . I once cet e pro t eutonal ..-tter or bo11 boob ~ waa too 

YOWIC t.o haTf reoecbtNd the •peat' ptr l od, end ha reaarked tMt hi: f ()W)d tb.t Older 

at.orl ta UN"'tod&bl e . When I fir st beoom lnt.erea t ed In th e Ha&n•t tn odul t lite 1 oace 

acrou tllO oopte.a wit h th e l&lD:>n CO'ftr erd , there were the ~ c, Cllln dr a dn &,S wlth p l tr) t.J 

9..L.~tt r« S\OIII and llhart.on ~.t!.,l!H..IJ~II...P~ 
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abWt Rl ch.o.rds or' th at I " OS r ead.Ing a bi t or the l engthy uai e aerie s. I t was th e 
Cll xwre as before m:2 Bob Qierry was as nol:sy as wer . In t be nin et een thJrt t u Rtchards 
"u t n hi s rttr.t es ero It could be satd that this Is the pri ce or Ut e, tiu t thi s t s not 
to SaJ' th at genius fl owers best at this t l oe. I think th.at ht could wrlt.e a r at tllrc 
good s\Qry at MY t l ce dtrl ng ht s Ut e bUt , not ever., week in al l tbe JeBrs 8ld l s 
sure t h'.l t a collec tt on or Geo aM m&net stori es pub li shed In an omtbu s voluce would 
conta in sooethtng rroa every decade or tha t ha ll ce:ntur:, In whi ch F'r'mk Richards l abcW"ed 
111lt.hout ceasing. 

r:~1Wt~~ ~o~~ !: l~~e~~ao~t~r.8:t!':.:f~~·o~~!':~!~t: ~e~~~. 
he seeoea to be toking a plea.sure tn devel opi ng the Greytr tars scene once core after t h:! 
years or oootnot ton or substitut e stor i es. In the 1930s H.u:dlt on re &Ched evoo greater 
he i ght s with !Jramttc ser i es li ke the Lancaster , Vernon Solth c~t a ln and Second ~n 
Rebel series - but tor eoosts t ent lJ' good ent erta t ~t the per i od 1927 to 1930 was never 
equalled agai n. 

tn your articl e you point out t hat tn the later years or t r. 11.'lgnet genuine ser t nl.s 
gave waY to epi sodic seri es . But thls ch3nge was mklng lt seU reit even ln t he ear).y 
19,os . t have just ttntstied r eadi ng the Scedley ser i es (193ll) Rhlcll su.rrers tra:i being 
too l ong and has t oo DalY rt petlt l ve epi sodes showing the new mast er t ryt~ to d isgrace 
Bc t thy . Thl 3 epl80dlc dcw l oprient c.asks an l nterestll'l8 deteri ora t ion In t~ oo.ster t s 
charac.t c r - at rt r s t he ts m rel.)' content to t np 3 1ff'Ongdoer , th en as time goes on he 
resor t s t o halr truths, 3ld t1nnl1Y t o tncr l olnt:1.tlon by erlc:llnal neUlod.s. 

one Point )'OU tgnoro In your condernatl on or long aeries t s tha t In 193'7 Ql.arles 
Hamil ton reverted to t1ICh dlort er ser i es t or a tl oe. fh la peri od or the Nag.net Is un-
flJll ll ar to CIEi so I don ' t know tr t he 91>erlnent wo.s success tul , but Roger Je nkins rates 
t,hNe or the ser i es - t1r. -.i etc h' s gold chain, ttr. Vernon Seith In per il Qlld the Wt bl ey
Popper seri es - qui t e hi ghly. 

?a'! ~ th~t ~r:~~tc~~ ~~n!:~~c:,~~ ~u: l~t~~ ~O:~: ~ ,s~~l::.: o~t 1 
yeo.mtnns or 't:11 ltte was to obta in th e whol e seri es Nl.m ln 1942 I obt ained three or the o. 
I spectallY ree (U:lelld •The 8cbc::1!r or fbe Reocve• N\lch I reg.lr'd as t lll tmnJest aw ry 
1 have ever reod . 

~ adds: I did not eoooe.:n l ona: series as such. I enjo78d plenty or the long 
serfes=t he Holl)'WOO(I seri es , ror lnst.LLnee - and was son-y Kim they mded. tty 
cr t ttelsc MJ.S or l ong seri es tn lftllch t he b;lstc plot was not turt.hered, J..bo a very l ore 
ser i es entaUed th e risk t hat , SlOUld a reader not U t e th e theoe, lt o"t"tr sta,yed l ts 
wel &11ae very s erlousl.)', 

ll.!..U.!! 

•BJYJ BW]'pt18 BQNl;'§II,.. ... . . ........ D':.;nk RJchgd s ·····~----Four 8autn 2J6g. 
Thls Is the rtrst or th e Bunter s t.cri es t o be rep ri nted as a paper-bock, and lt It 

,ell s well It stem rensonable to t.hlnk that ot her rt prtnts ot the ser tes wt ll r oll ow. 
1'!111 l a one or the l onger or the post..-wnr stOl"l es . Hr. Bunter 'tlbo haa now become 

a director or a shtpptng COCl>SlY, &JTQ111:U t or hi s ilOl'I to tak e a party on a daY trip t o 
Boulocne. Ye~t t h l oses hts coney on the gaoln& tabl es In the French resort , end ts 
t eq:,ted to st eal t roo Coker. It t s a we1110m thez, tfllch was cuch mre ecrwt ncl ng}y 
hS'ldled In W r ed ~et 'ffler e Hnzeldene wns the t.tq>t«I gtdller . L rats e note l a atruclt 
"-~th tbe we&l:.!!l,,,, hard-h eaded Bolmder beL"l..19Jed. to ateaLJn order .~le on~dg 



trip . However, tt Neds pl easantly , and It 1hould get by gore t:'.1.Sllf t hon When It •u 

wrl t t en dtven f e!ll'S aao, bef ore day t.rl ps had been r tsuoe d Md Jlihlle strtc t oumney re, .. 
ul at lcn.a wtN st.tll •Ith u, . When tt orig inally ,c,peared , It n ther t ail ed to rtnc th e 

bt ll as the a n.her wa, net qu.lt • • au t att• with ccndl t lon, "'1tch Hiited out• IIM Ro.e 

Lmm a t that t Ice . 

WHO'S WtPl \IU,fl § WH(TJ pr •mrnr.s AA.E NOT !J..W:.Y§ WII/J THEY JJ>PCJ.R• 
By Stan !CnJfJ!t 

1'11 Rev. l'W'CUa DtMm , D. D., the Haster or Rookwood School , shook his ven e r4blt 

heod a.s ht re ed. th e l ett e r he held In hU thtn white hMCls . ete . , etc . 
• Pounded tn El.tzat>ethan tl oea an, bUllt handsmelY an ld o. cluste r or trees near 

the Hai:i>ahlrt village or the saa1 MDI , Roobood n ead ll y t ncrt.ued In r eput :i.tl on W'ltl l 

It rulked aoon,. the tlr lt 1lx sehool a ot th e cowitry ...... • 
Then follows book length ltor'J or 176 pq u . FinollY Qi.apt er Xlltl • Footnote by 

the :..Uthor'. 
t have at uq1 t t0 to shew you t hat t hrlrt ere Ol'deo.U MO trlUtl)hl beh ind the scenes 

tn school lit e, as Mll os In t ht cl -0.e~ rocD end on the plnylna: fi el d. I hOpe to hl,ve 
ahowl 70u hofl closely bound ere th e Int eres ts or i.he c.e.st ers with Ule welfare or tht boya , 

Md, on I.be othe r hsld , how t reotndou11Y l?:J)Ol't4nl. Is m e sp iri t or I.hi boy• t.her.sdves . 

The st<iry or Roobood ts baaed on t act. '!bat t.c:poslna place 111 buu t.ltul 

aaT'OWldtnc•, was ttrt at tnoct with ut lneu on Ulrou&J'I !beer tnMltlon: thtn I t. wa.s 
U\reatenel.i by the oo lld er. 

It surv ived both per ils Md tOOay It l a aome; th e fi rs t t en schools In the coun try , 

ete . etc .• 

.Luthcr U C.H .. 71 Ho .. J . H. 1., . J eck Heine . TIU t .. ·Pl ~lr.c ror the 8choo l .• 

Published b7 Purnell & Sons Ltd ., 1961. Purchased a t • Boots • Book Bargain Sol t , 

price '216 reduced to 1/- ( soce boraa tn) . 

Pa,>tr outer cover lndl C8t H a •torY or •Brookwood School' (eno\1#1 to at.t.rae t a 
Haotlton l #I Inte re st) Wt thi s turn s out to bt a prtni.er s UT'OI" a.s the actual story 1S 
eboUt Rookwood wtt.hout. tht a . (lnt.rt gutng - tflat.U ) 

~ 1;~~0 ~:~ :i~~:e:1~~:
1m: ;; !41~~~ ;fe~1~:1~!nt.:~:;~ Jal, 
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879. Alao 11.ld>ers 9}5 , 95J , 954, 956, 975, 980, 985, 989, 990, 992, 93} , 998, 1129, 11.50, 

984. POPULM:S - 18}, 190, YlO, 385, '96, 452, "55, 11,6, 474. Advertiser hlla coq:,lete 
Nt.s ot cec , Ne&,net and Populnr Wt needs ClUV 1ood Ni,laceaent copies before hav ing 
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DUC PAINE, EXCELSIOR HCt6&, <ROVE ROJ..D. SURBIT(fj , ~ . 
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conaucted bf JACK wooo 

Bob BJ.yth•'• ppen l ett er certaln l1 opened t.ht 1 old ood&tr•• eyes . How nice t.o lmcw 

tM.t. the NellCll Lee ls ex>N popular t.han genoroJ.17 reallledi erd what; pleo.s.int msle t o 

all t.hOae PlJroblt Lee f an, ttM> ha.Ye kept W l)eM.er ot t.he little boot tl.)'l~ thrcugh 

tht lOCIG reus . Nonchaldlt.1.)' I w , 'lltl.)' lboul dn1 t t.hts be IO? to Ulla wrtttr, at lea.st, 

lht Niienet, c;ea an1 Nel30n Let baTt aJ:R,ys been a.a lnsepercble &1 Th!: terT l blt tbree . 
n.:uv old ba7S wltb 1lhOCI 1 han dl,cuSMCS t.he peper-ttack Nadl~ of tbt Golden Tears , 

erw:, * • lnet dent.ollJ , ha"t't not Ntd the= since, h3"• ala>,t. lmartabl.1 quot.eel the 11.egnet, 
cm sid Ne lton LN . : TbeY ha•t named other 1, or oQ.lr38, the 8071 Prtend, Union Jtd. , 
H,Qn'el, et.o., but th e thr ee tru e .school papers M'Ye al.cost 41•.a,, oocie rir,t on:! listed 
'°i•ther . Coq)Mlon papers In esse nce tt not In t act . 

J..lq with the Nsr,let and Ceo I wa.s 1tlll Nadln1, th e Hel,on Lee when It oa:,e t.o 
t ta 91 end In t9.» , practtcnl.11 Cl7 rtrst brtak at.nee GNm Triangle da)'1. flwn as now, 
I wonoertd It Uw N.L•• t cnia t wa, Its 0111) uecutlontr . Row CIICI thJs tlrlt. c~ with 
Chose or tu •coq>anion" papers? Hot Yer, ra~l.1 wlth w Jta YC'f'f 90n7 t.o so,; tor 

Jllbe,t .lchoolboJ dlctl't. li ke a lllhopptr In Che lltenl scnae? 
I have alwo,a bel ieved that had the Relaon Lee•, rcrcat been 1tmll ar to t he l\:!.gnet 

tf'ld Cea 1t would h.o.ve been Jutt c.s popular and wlde l.1 read u t ith er , tn t lnt <187 Md in 

thll . t belt an o.llD that It .,,uld have ion• on llYlfl:, ;it lea.st m ttl thit death or all 

a,ch paper, In 191,). 
Si ze ."'.nel t crmt were ot creat lq,orttl'let tn bo,t»od da7a, sld ant haYt tnflueoeed 

co.st or us In ton :ilng cur taste tor school bo7 llteratuN, Thia still holds &ood wtth 
tbts ,rtt or. When leid s ide b7 a ide with th e ttacnet and c~ , tb t Cle.tir old Ntbon Lee 

dOesntt q.ilt t hcvt their ce,aloal apptnl . Wonl tor t!Ol'd, Storf t or st<rY , It ts equal to 

111:bcr . 
Same Dl!Y an, , •It a lb:)pper or a Lei U'8n •IV not one ll k1 Che BoJ• F'rl tna? 1 Tom 

Ulla I• di tq,oa, t ble plct.ur'e. l al.Wlt)'I Lhou&bt tbe B.F. too lnrttldJ. Readlnc It \11d8J" 

, dlS ~ 41rlrc luaona.., uu U'J'ln& to Ntd a foldl,w mp ln a hleh wind. I.pert 

ltu1 tbt a , drllltr ap.aoe ln • lara:t fsJ.11 'IIIIS 11,rtctlJ llnlt «! end DeTer wtd1 tnoueh io 

IIOC(lCDl)datt mch a ,bopper without toldO. an1 thl1 took PD.1 scat of tbt c.han:I. I COUld 

nanr l'laiall,e a Let the slu or thl BoJ• friend . 
Tbe Nelaon Lee haa one good odYantoae In thoae C1a11, lt could be eo.1111 allpped 

Into an u:erctM boot 11hen there wo.a the de,:icer of beine ceucht cut . JJ.oa, It coUld al,o 

btcca f1'01ed Ind~ •Ith be~ caTltd tn the pocktt , a tbt rc one WQIJ.d nr,er 
dNaa of doln& wltb the Nncnet em Cs. 

I ma C:NYtrtaN QIII: tlrat Ind tonaolt &Id Ill stlctlrc out ~ neck 1lhtn t at.ate 

that, In c:11' )ld)le opln t on, &.S.B. w:u In. IOCII ruptet t -•rtor writer to ~ tavourttt , 

lharlu HODllton. Of courH, one aat take Into cons ideration that, t n Tlett ot C.K•a 

prccllilOU.S output, he wwld certall'llJ' not 1!_Vt bad wch tloe tor fine sse . ff\11:, hollever, 
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does not altt r t bl t&e t tbai Cllf\1' St. Frank'• ar.or lu nacMO W h t1&.hU, p~I OllarlY 

tn au:iosphere ll'ld delCl"tpU'ft t\lff'att'tl , and MN SW"tl.1 not. the Cl&ll t or thl H.L•• d ... 

°:.!:t"s• mN:_~~ 11 ,!:~: : ;1i\!ld~'~?or~i.:•;t ~~.or,~~~ ~rtlH 
othlne t se , aocordln& r.o yCNr poin t ot Tt•, boys had not Wn oooe·\m er m, tnrl ueN• or 

12\t ~ti K:>nattr or Ph nt. 1. 
Nr. E.X.. V)'au of Horncturob , ~aau • .c.eu, U.t bt tw'Md tree c.ht Let io tbt 

Ncntt 'flhen thli 1At 1a torcat ...., cbar:11.:1 ro.n, ¥l0Ut 1926. It' • W,att •a ~ · ot l o'fl 
lllu .stratts tht LNOlndous tnn uenct r.hat toniat OS'I exert nen on a oonttroed Nader , 
1 ma add U\at (PNamablY) tr, 'qatt obar'Ctd bl a ar t ectl on booeuse or thl J.'!!!!.ll!Q 
alr.t or th t N.L. end also thee., In h11 opini on, th e St, Frank ' • atort u det er iorated rroa 
t926 on. t heYt srea t r espeot tor ttr. wYatt• • tptnton tiut ,till think the larger Lee more 
attraetl n than iht mall on, or 1ar-U er years. I ban acqutNCI senral or Ult latter 
NCt:ntty and rtnd l.bac rat.her paU.ttc,,,, l oak:1,:w In coq>a.rUon wJlb the ott.r weeklies. 1"t lr 

oonc.enu. helirtTtt i are eu:t ll ent, 
Taktna a ltat out or Bob Bi,ihe•1 bOot , I hen dOM I litt le surny or WhO•a Who t o 

tt nd out or 8.} rtaders Sld oolleotora or tht Blake saga, J9 stat., thetr pretlrtnoe fer 
the Unt on Jeck , 12 the s .B.L ., 5 the DX1IITI Blake end 'Z1 t or all . Sfl'.ll choract.ers , saC'l8 

#Jthonl , dltttNnt f en. ti na.re cen be rtuon1 other than romat, I kn°", but 1s lt., I 
wonder, Just a col ncl denee thllt the caJo rlt.y llllbo at.et • U111r partleular' lltu prefer CM 
Uiloa Jack ""°'' toroat la 1t c11 .. to that or u. ~ , t and om 

I al."811 t?l)udlt that Uw St. fhlnk' a stor lu eeeDld to haT• m eddtd ch.'V'D Rhm 

pul) ltllhed In the Nonster Llbrv7 , even though c.bq MN ~s ct prevl oua stortu , 
ConsequentlY , I tt nd It Tit')" 1a31 end aat l atJ tna c.o Tla1.allH a Lee UH &lie and shape of 

the H.agnet encl cem. 
How attractl'f l thU w~ han been, end ,ti.at a perft a t tri o& 

* * **** · ** 
AN .t.mm:W'I ON 
By Vietor Colbv 

I rood Ross Story I s "Magic of Brooks" in the Coll ectors 1 Df8es t 

Annual for 1962· with a good deal of bead nodding and cxclllDlltions of 
approval. . 

This article e:rprossed rry oonti.cents so exac tly in a vey so ouch 

botter thlln I could hopo to do, t hat I fol t tho least I could do vould 

bo to thank Ross St ory through the "Nelson Lee Col\JIIII" and sa.y how 
thoroughly I enjoyed the article , 

Hov wonderful it vas to soe Brooks getting roal unstintod prais e 

froa an od!lliring reador w o is in turn a noted autho r, I loved those 

jilrases , such as "Canpered vith Brooks, all the other vri tors seeoed 

dull; " "thoro was J'll'oh and gust o in his vriti ng;• "his stories bad 
everything , " It did C11f heart good, 

~ ovn favoµri te , Edvard Oswnld llm>!forth , vas vannly praised and 

otho r chnracters dealt vith in a really porceptive mami.or, 
&Ivy Scarles Brooks created a vory real vorld vith hia St , Frnnk 1s 

School and tho chllroctors he fitted in t o it, It was n vorld in which I 

as a boy, loved to dwell , and as n lll!ln , love to revisit, I feel t hat • 
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'!G' l ifo has been onriched because of hiding thero and absorbing tho 

a1mos;here of czystory, advontliro , hwour and ri,iht good fellowship thnt 

is alway,, presont , 
Thank you E,S , Brookes for your creations and thank you Ross 

Story for so abcy giving hill his due, and in tho process , giving c,e so 

cuch pleasure with your fino urticlo . 

* • * • • * * * • 

~ <t~~1~1w~ ~ ~.tri:\~~.!O:n:~:~~!~ rn~r::U.:,:\~tt~=~:e~~. 
I ac VU'J tend ot Danw Md It'. Buddle. 

~':tW~~~ ):Ho!r ~=:r: :!t"'~':00~1~:C~!:!1~=.ii::o~~ !: ~ 
forward to !ta aJTlT&l earlr each aonth . Thank JOU tor the tnJoyabl e article on the 

?b:'lat er Li brary . ta 1t po11lble to have art l cl u en Boy 's Naaazlnes (Falcon 8"1tt), Foot.

ball F"aYOUrlte (Perey am Stne) , ?t>dem Soy, IOW'I& Br i tain , RO'f'tr (Telt.&N;lh Ti c}? What 

ebout u. 11rt1 • a,tpla plo..t.ts or t ooU)Qll t.e31J8 wt tb Bor' • tt.cutne , colCW"td plat-ea or 

ratlMQ' eglnu with the Popular , warships wtc.h the 11a&ntt, eto? 

:! ffi'J.~~:~ri:!~'~•=:'!:. r~,~~ t~,:g:;th:!:C:mc~ ha;• ab~~e:=:'1 or 
ur , . Certalnl7 we Lee-ltu camot gndlle at the aEIO\llt. or ,pace 1tven over io our 
taTourlt l pnptr In U. Jll'l e Js:;ue. 

i;!;,"1f1~~Iiou!0J!!':,6:~ 1=t~cobedto ~ :~;.! ~.~·n~~~~!'o~ 
Blake wu trm the Union Jack , Md, at rtr at, I f ound lt cuch htav t er rtadlnc than the 

IIWlton ,am,. I ban ae.ld before, Ind I C8to no tlPOlo&lea tor npentlnc ~NH , that 

tb t •old cae ,troe had tbm all lt cked ct the ort or ii.er, t•Ut.,. . 

~ (COl" td&e): It ls tnttNaUna C:O l~ back tnl , .. bcM oft.en the editors 

~OU.I papers tended to o llllad tbt t r nadtr, . Ver, rart1¥ did th17 honestly 

so, they 111tre 1otnc t o np r lnt a story. Mone or tht preUWnarr edff rtt semnt, t or the 

Popular ai.uut.td UI• 1t.orlu were to be np r lntt . Pluok otten Nprlnted eorlter storlt1 

' °"1 ot lbl: ON...:>Od' , • tbt Aid Scarob' abd othlra . But one ot the QOat tnttr'lst lna 
uaq,lu I hen ju,t tOWld 11 a arlal lllblcll apJ*Nd In the t913 •Cbeer 9<111 Cbtt!:r9. '!bl 

f.dttar *' a anat ruu about an • • ri al he wu publlth l.na b1 ~ Lout• Stnmaon , 



oalled •the FONH. OUtlaws.• In th e ,ut, er preeedln& t he new 1tr l al tblrt wu en artJcl • 

ab<lut R.L.S . a 111h:>ll pag e ad'tert1sece1t , ond tbt F.dttcr cl aim 1r wtll onl.T aa:, tbo.t It 

has been one or r:t1 proudest ecbtue:::ienta w secure aich a Clllftltletnt story by a wrJter 

or the fir s t ccnttuc1t. ' n 1, a:atthJ,w or • eock Ui,ererore t o find tbe.t tbla Mrla.l 

Ja M abr l*ec:I Tt ralon or •'lbe Blac..t Ul"OIII" first WJ"J tten 1.n 1888. 1 wc:nder boll oarO' 

nad era or the JOW"Ml recogntaed thl tal e , and 1lfhat their N eer.Iona MN? 

Jf.tHH'ft=:;ta 1 t~C: ~ ~on.., ~B~r~a~
0!:..~t!a•:_a1~o:.!~l1 to 

•tt •end t.bt Ca'lM!la.• Wb1 nor. a eertoua Sid drecatle 810 ltor'Y r1acur1,- Cbt a.i l cr 
bo,a Plnl<)o-111 ,nd An..-.? 
Md l nr.ro:tue,tng a cricket 
t1e.tc:h a, a wuunc ounu 

THE RECORD MAKERS ~·,!°!"~Ji:,=-" 
class Job. 

(The Slad e story •The 8o7 
ln tbe Comtre "11ch tirPPear, 
In Cl.Jr" next IUUt r ta tuNS 
P1~t and ts l n rat.ber 
IXIN aerloua Titln t.h8'\ 
w,.ial. Al will be nppre
otated , tJll:t aertoua sc.orJ 
11 beUY111 b.Tldlel!l)ped by 
Cht enr.mtl1 Uctt.ed 
eDCU\t or apaee ave l l abU tar 

"· - ED, ) 

~ (1tllll>l t 7) 1 In 
DOC11nts· or wor17 or 
tntstratl on, ttilch we all 
e,;pert enoe tn these taistl1 , 
bustl.7 da,s , I turn to the 
Dl&est , f"rB Rtehard1 , end 
tilt Tar1oua books In CJ' 
ID811 COlltctlon , Md lose 
~aelr In •our special 
worldt . this ta not potnt
l tsa esceptm. I find u. 
Che t>en tnd quickest rom 
or relnxatl on I have yet 
dlaccverld , 

R'¥. !!ri?fu~H~~r 
U\t Sexton Blak• Ltbnl')' ta 
the last or the Old Boys1 
Books. w, attll h4're the 
Wizard bOrn ln 192:'. tr St 
lal'-9 SJOtber J't,r' lt will 
"aeb Ho. 2000. I Cblnk 
U\ Is 1\al h&os)ened onl.y tw1 ce 
betore t n th e htstory or 

~~ ~l!.'-P!l!!t!.t.--- ~~ 
(cont t (I P•• 32,. •• ) 1'ht .t>oYt appt4Nd Netntl7 In a Caltromtan nc,ispaper . lt 

re.chtd u. thr<IJ.lh the courc.ec, or w.H. Bradabaw and Lm Paclawl. 
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ON THE BALL 

By J . R. Murtagh - New Zealand 

In the Novanbor 1960 issue of C.D. , Mr. 11.0 .G. Lofts wrote an 
artic le about Charles Hmilt on1s football song. furthe r menti on was 
made of this song by Mr. Lof t s on pogo 22 of th e Australian Golden 
Hours Magazine of March , 1962, and it was contioned her e that the song 
was very po;w.ar and was sung in New Zeakand with ouch gusto even a 
f e'tl yoars ago. 

I decided t o try and get the words and music here and found to cry 
surprise that the llew Zealond "On th e Ball " song i s ent i rely diff eren t 
and t he musi c and words wer e writt en by E. 11. SD'.:KER. 

The details and words are J>lbl ished i n the 1870 - 1945 History 
of th e !law Zeal.and Rugby Union by A. C. Swan. 

However, even though i t is not writt en by our dear old friend, 
I foel it is just the sort of thing he woul d have written and t he sort 
of song Bob Cherry, Harry Wharton, Nipper and Co. , and all the others 
would si ng very heart ily so here are the verses . l' l!l sure you will al l 
get as great a kick out of than as I did . I ac s ti ll tryi ng to obta in 
the n:usic . I and l' c sure many oth ers would l ike t o r ead the words 
of the other two vorses of Frank Richards version that were not 
plblished in Mr. Lofts ' original article - how about 'it ;1.0 .G.L? 

Now here I s the New Zealand version of "On the Ball" 

Oh, soce talk of Cricket and sooe of Lacrosse, 
Sane long for th o Huntscan I s loud call ; 

But where can be f ound such a cusieal. srund 
As the ol d Rugby cry , "On the ball." 

On the ball, on the ball , 
Through sc=age , thre&-quarters and al l, 
Sticking togethe r, we keep on the leathe r, 
And shout as we go, "On the bal l . 11 

On a cold wintry dey , when the ball is away, 
Let ~luuar<i• at haoo th en re:ooin, 

We ' ll ki ck aIXi we'll follow , nm, pass and collar, 
Aa we shout t he sace merry refrain . 

·--- ·-·--.(Cho;i;u;,l------ ···--·--·--- - ·-··· 
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This life's but a SCl'\lllEl889 we cannot get through , 

But with maey a kick and a bl ow, 
And then to th e end, though we dod8e and ve fend , 

Still, that sure 11collar 11 death talces us low. 

(Chorus ) 

But al though brought down, there recains sti ll a chance, 
To pass if we play the r ight gane ; 

And the poor weary soul may at last win that goal , 
Which is every true footballer ' s ai.tl. 

(Chorus) 

Remember then boys , as we journey throogh life , 
There I s a goal to be reached by-and-by, 

And he who runs true - wlzy he's bound t o get through , 
And perhaps kick a goal from his try , 

(Chorus) 

Words and Music by E, Y, Secker . (Published by Charles & gg & CO, ) 

* * * 
The coopcse r was one of the f i r st Rugby players in Manawatu, and was 
captain of Palmerston North Club in the middle eighties . He dedi,ated 
his work t o A, D, Thomson, the latter one of the l eading players of his 
day in Wanganui, Feilding aoo llellillgton ; and a respected Rugby 
opponent of Mr. Secker. All towns mentioned here are , of course , Nev 
Zealand towns. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
"THE HARD OOVER SCHOOL STORY CLASSICS 

By ll , J. A, Hubbard 

No, ]01 •P}p Jng F'l e}ds• (Eric PA[ket ) 

Not so long ago In c.o. a contr i butor and a e.ort'Espondent expressed thei r opini ons 
as to the ' beat achool story ever.• I ac atrald th.o.t. t wc:uld never do.re t o be .so venture
aoce on such a aub3ect tat' vet')' obvious reasons. I wtll go so ror as c.o say , however, thn) ___ .,_ .......... --" H"'-" '"'" __ ...... ,M,-... , ........ , __ ,_,., ___ ,, __ ,,,_..,,, ... , .. .,, ..... ,.,..,,..,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,N,. 



Page 26 

I IIOUld put ' 8laYln& Flelda' tn a lt s t or the best atx scbool atorles ever wrtttM. 

'Pla,tna f'hld,. ts a aio ry or ti.on . OrtalnallY publllhed ln 1922, u . hu been 

reprt ntlCI a nua>er or t1Dls 1lnce. Its aaib<lr wa, tor rm., Jtal'I Editor or ' !be Ntld' 

wtt h a numer or hl&hl7 aJCell lM boob on U. OCQlC.C,,sldt sld rtlhlna: to bis credit, as 

..ell as et least i.wo OO'fela ot flltlleh ' PlQ'tna Fletd• la on, . 
The Eton llfllch rl guret tn 1 Pleylng FteldS- however.- 11 not the Eton or 1922, but 

t he Eton or the oSddle arw::1 lote 801 or t.ht last centW7. In view or the tact that Nr. 

parter w&1 lf'.I old Ei.ontan end the writ er or a ser toua at.udl or lite at th e echool at 

t.hat period , tbtN can be uu.11 dcubt that ' PloYtnc Fhldl 1, l&rgeJ.y .,,t.obl ograpb t eal 

af'd the hero - Nare. l n Wardon - nall1 Hr. PQrter blmtlf. 
t think wt en all agrttd th.lt tht aoat aieceH tul stor1t1 or school ure are both 

drs:e tt e end grtpptna ,1ttb ccn.1tdernble tq>ha.sls on character c,rk. 1Pla,ytnc Fields ' not 
on11 poue,aes thtH 11.u:rtbutu Wt hu 'l:iMff touch11 or oooec%J an:2 contalM both ,enttoent 

llld D)N c.httl a touch or ~tbo•, tor l'llrt ln•a rather dlts ell.rt,- Ult C<lW'M or th e 1am . 

It 11, or cwrse , • adult • and t'Ull or Nallm alth OUCh not t o the mce utent as certain 

other stor tes prevloual.Y rtYlewed tn thl1 ,e rl es . 1 U aupp«'t l ,_ ttQUtncH are euthenttc 

l>Ut u. 11 plea.t in& to note thlN Is none or t he alcioat ranat loel denunciation or the cult 

or atlll etlca that It a t eatu.N or .IOClt 1t.orl ea or acl'l)ol lite . And tbroJ;h out the book 

there 11 a certain undell nabl t cham that adds 1Natl1 to Its att.rec tl on. O\t t ells that 

ttr. Park er enjoyed Che tlm ht spent at non, Wb7 Chia t"117 110ndertu1 1tor7 or xhool 

U te hos been so b.U, negl ecttd bJ read ers Js N al.11 a puult tor ai,an trm r:r,se lt I 

know or onJ.y two peopl e N\O po,ses.s oopl H , both ot thee DtbM or the London o.s.s.c. 
I t h Inter es t.Ina to ca:i,are • P1a11r11 Fl eldJII with •The ~ pldan' . Both are 

stort., or roughly the AD4I Ptrlod or ttm a t Eton althoU&h •fbl Oppldan' rt all.Y belona1 

t o u. nu t decadt . • The Opptdan'I , hollft•er-, ~s that It ls ,r l c.un b)' a ram.is hl1t-

ortan who h&sQ.ected to g ive data lls above. the school ll'ld I ts d>ea tl onal 08YtlOl)C8IC. Jn 

the ron:i or e story or .school lir e. •P101 1._ Fields • Cf'I t he o ther hand, 1ftltle reaturlna 

real people, both W'lder their Nal names P pteUdor\Ym, sld Nal place• 1r1d events , con

centrates aore on It.a sch oolboy Charaettrt and I s rer r::mre per«:nQl In tont , llhll • It II 

also tNt rroo uw ll"lh.lPPlness and atr or lcc>endtnc t.r"N;adJ' that M'laa onr S ir SNnt 

Leslle 1 1 book. 
Uthrugh •Playing r t eldt'I la a story or school lif e In the 808 It la no t c!a.te4 and 

.;,art t roa certain rerenm.ces or tloe Md ploee could well be a stUd)' or Eton at the 

pr,Mlt tl m . It 11 a storJ or a 11~•1 acbolar (a ICbol~l p 007) . a. bo7 or conaldtr-

ebl• lnt.tlh c tual power t,ut 1ftlo 1, . lncldtnt.all.1, a a;:,n tMn Pfl'III ~rtman. 
Tht .st.or)' doll n<it start a t Eton, lxlwtffr , t or we .-e llr1t tre attd to two tnc.er

ludeS wtth th e hero as a SD!l l boy at h11 hoce In C.hl count!")' Where we oeet Uta parents -

a ccuplt with a very oodem outlook UMnn11 ch il dren by the wa.y - l!lld hl a atster . We 

tb., t <iUOII' hJD to a •prepl .::hool, troc. lllhlch he wln1 a ,cholarJhlp at Eton. T?lfH two 

lnterludt1 ftll nurl.)' a quart er or lhe bo<* end thl,1 present thl t11.1thor wtr.b ntr, 

c,p~ l t.Y to dlaplq his brill iant ducrtptlTe ponrs ot th e Dla:llsh C<U1tt7sldt and 

hls 1on or naturt lltllch aJ"t, In t act , en out sttndlnc f eature ot •P1a1 n1 rtew . • 

11\en follows the hero• a cQNer at &ton froci the lnslgntr lcanee of a LOwer soy to 

the pre--eolnenct of Ute Slzth r oRi. Thll'I Is not a cre a t deal ot plot In the story 

lltllch .aaJnlJ oonallts or tp l 90dea 'ltlJ.ch mrt each •t.ec• lo l'lartln waroon•a c.'.INer a 
the &nO,l.cl denlo~nt of his charact er . Each ec,IIOdt , however , ta .,-tvldl)' oexrtbtd 

and our a ttention 11 htld tree the bt&IMtna t o t.he Sid or the boot . There 11 h.'.lrdl1 

a deta il <it Eton lit e that dot1 not COOi ll'ldtr W fll1thor•s ton.ittny • wt e.r• treat ed t o 

aoae lint ela.s,rooc ,oenes, un1uua1 In thot U)Q)' are oelnl.7 oonvqed to us t.hrc:qh t ht 

aedltm ot comenatlon bt t• •n the schoolboy charac t tN , we motrso , wt th Hartin s,,d hll 

trltnda the pleaan or tn t ellectual. att alnmnts em prt u s , we onmear, wi th Ulec , 

1Cboolbo7 polltl ca am aeMdol • llbo ha.I been &Inn colours at Cricket , Football sld 

Ro•t nc, end whO ha.I been wm td out ot t he various 11•1, etc ., t te . , • arx1 we Yenturt 

on the rlnr 3'\d '11lt plaeu near to both Eton and Windsor dt tll" to t he heart of t1r, old 



There aN aeenea on th e a:::hool _.lck t t ground, at Lorda , at Henl q end at both 

Ozt ord eno cai:t,rl<11t . Wt Nad ot Hartin ' • lon or fllhllll 'lf\lcb be endeavours to )Id e 

d t tl" ., p,oastblt rroc bt , friends and n TISlt th t racous lhopa ntar the acbool , 11t,tcb 

bafl cetered fer 10 CIIIU' atneratton ot Etootan,, _..,. or "Ptlteh aN ,,111 aotnc ~ 

todcO'. I t t s lCIIOnlble, ln tht .space •C a, dllp osal , t o do ,u.stt « to the DSl1' ti ne 

scene, su l ch.\raet ers , each with a di stinct ,eperatt per aonallt.Y , t ta PJNd In Cht bOolr.. 

CW-Soual1 ll'LOU&h, espeoto.llY In vt tw or lta prco tnenc t In other 1tot"l tS , cr t clttt 

tak e, rotber a back aea t as tar a.s tht hero t a oonoemed bUt one t et1 1 this t a dUt to 

accident n.tber Chm Oesl cn tor u. SJth:rl s lon or the , _ ta ntdC1t . Inat.t lld .. 

ban procatnmc• 1t •W1 to £ion football - both Ult wan #'lei Fl tld cams • at llllltch ~In 

1a t n1 ht, Collect Col ours, Rowl,- Ind Shootl~ for azch Put,Uo School t'rq>hlH a, Cha 

Aahtlurt,a, Sbteld Ind the Spencer eup. Wt also upertence tbepltuure , or otber"ll'lee , of 

• IUX>tr of Fl t ld Dqs wttb U>t Eton Collqe Cadtta . 
The autlu' dots not hHltatt to pN atn t tb t dart a tdt of m'l ool ltrt and ttan:tn ttu 

to atruql t bt tON bt can ttrow oft tbl t nnu enet or tb • ' Bad Hat.9 or tbt yani. Wt ala:, 

~art hi• dtma, wtwn a r.sttcl athl eti c tn • "'° ht and otber bo1s creatlY' tdmN ta 
upelltcl f :roc the school. 

It'. Part:er ae-=ia to have been pwftcl.17 aw&N or Ute lnhtl"«lt dltrtculttes 

SUT'CUldl n& Ute 'llr'ltl"I ot the IChool ''°"'• I WOUld lhllNf ON llk e to cl ou thla re
Tl8" or a reaart.blt book bf lncladl,. a pas.act ~· the tnd WhJcb pro bebl.J' ~ latna 

t ar bt ttlr Ulan I c.n m Uw r.al NU<I\ tor lta wor.iertul ohanJ and hold onr t.ht 

reader . It oonat1t1 or a oonver-sat ton bttMen IODI ot the boTa. H ... lt tsi 

' TH, •ll, I DUD, l ta Nall1 tnJt tilla.t Kaulncar WU NJtna. 11\at )'OU 

don't 11t plotl t.n ICbool ur, , Tcu da1•t 1•t utn-on:1 lnr7 tht.np 

hlpptnLn& . You joat a•t peopl e cotnc on dq ar t .. c1q. And aoDttt .c11 
U\87 do tlltnas end aoaetl.oes they don't, And th ert aN tl1ndreds or people 

lllhO aon•t do thlnas and two or tbNt tlbo do. And tb! ttal IIChool H:017 1 I 

about th e P!Wle '!1!9 dm' t•' 

neeiloc held nar 28SA, 1963 

Inst.tad or ta• utn. tlN aeetlna "' bad erpeoted tor th t .t.G .t1. thl" were onlY 

..-,en present . Som wrt lllf&:, oo hOltdq or m ,coount or Ill ness er t1.11lness OOCl:ltt • 

aent1. Wt 101. on r the aa.tn bu1lnesa or tlt ctt nc t ht ottt cen t or the OOQl.nc: )'t ar .,...,. 

quic kl y, at least u tar u tht Nttllnc oo trea.surer and 8ecNtary . 'lht re i,.ilt wu the 

saoe u It tbe full crowd bed been U'l.tre. 'ftlt ,rt t er and Nonlllfl GN&Ol7 baot. t n ort loe 

u expeci.ld. Tbt Vtoe Chalrmn-,. tp aa per olUb rul t paased on t o Jack Btll tl eld u 

rtttrt,. a.trmn . Jack Cort>tt t end Nada• decl i ned Cha j ob owtnc io bu.llneas reuora ao 

lt 117 between Hon:ion m Toe Porur . flTN votu u ch and Rq Bem en UTlffd j uat. ln 

tlce to ;In tl'le dto taton In favour ot Non:an. ftlouah th t t.wo propoNd ~• htld tht 

posi tion or freUJJ"tr and Librar i an r t c, tc tlvelY lt "611 thought tb at TOCII had Ndt auch a 

&ood ,ob or tb e Ltbrar7 that be needed Ml tlce to m lnta t n the aood pniaresa . 
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Noman pre sented hta bal ance sheet tor th e 1-ear llhldl showed a slight decrease In 

prottt. A&atn Jc was eqil&s ls ed that the need was tor core ciea>er s and mre sub1Crl ptlons. 
Toe also dec lared a small Pf'(lfU. In hla llbrar)t aecount s added t o th e tac t that over one 
tmdnd Nag.nets had been purchased for the Llbral'Y. There wu oni, an tqiroT t sed pro&r
aCDe t cril&ht. No Q.lt z or games, bUt the •GUess t he ~ ttec waa won by th e Secre"tarY -
A 'No<lern Bot' No. 20} .. Cl)' guess wa.s vel")' near • 20t. t also won a Ceo. Rocbest..er 
B.F.L. tn th e Library ra t tl e plus sooe more • Modem Boy- . 

ffle Coll ectors tt eo exhi bited bJ the Li brar i an "as B.F.L . No. Zl6 ''l'lroUgh. 'llllclc 
and 'nltn• by Hart.In CUU ord. Keepi ng up hi s practice or proc!Uclng an old boys ' book 
bear ing th e dQ1' end oontb or the Heettng, Ta:i. pUlled round a JJJ.nt copy of the Nel son Lee 
Ltbrm"Y No. 312 old .seri es , dated Hay 28th . 1921. 'lhls was the cricket yarn or St . 
Frank' s ' Aust ral ian ~onderl - Jerry Dodd. 

11\e eventrw rtn l shed with a read ing by Jack: Belltl eld rroc a Holiday Annual. 

We a.sser:t>led at 2)9 Hyde Parit Road tor our J wie nee tt ng on a gl orl oo.s sumer evening, 
altmUgh t he attendanc e w::is btlow averag e , due to holl da,s and 1portt.ng ea:c ltcients. 

The Secre t ary a'K1 Treasurtr-Ll brar lan having dispose d or t he tornal busi ness, Gerry 
All i son re ad us an ext ~lY Interesting batch or corre spondence rece ived thlS conth, 
Including letters t rw John Jaroan (now well on the wa,y to re covery arter hi s recent Ill
ness) and David Lancake, o,o oea>ers Who are seldoP abl e to a ttend our aeet t ngs bUt Wtho 
hopt t o be at Manchest er on Jul.y 7th. There wu alao a l et ter troo our Cana:,:tan cecber, 
I an Kenztes .. 

Ceort rey th en rea:2 an ext ract rroa the Strlday Citi zen sta ti ng that t he Sexton Bl ake 
Lt bral'Y 1S to cease publl e&t l on with the June Issues , "'1.leh ceans that the onlY old-tl ~r 
to !UMIN two worl d wars wil l be l ost to us . ni.e ar ti c l e estl cated that o::ir e than 200 
tillllon words had been wri tten aboot Slake . There was a dlseuas ton on th i s sut>ject , and 
cetbers recalled the oony rtn e writer s 'ftl.o had penned the Slak e st or ies over tbe 1ears. 

J ack Wood proc!Ueed a cop1 ot ' Billy Bunt er t s Beant eas t' published by Four Square 
BOCU tn paper-back roro , Whi ch excited wch Int erest. We all ho~ this new venture 
wtU oeet wttll public support . 

Next lN had a qul s bJ Gem Alll ""1 on Hac1Hoolan a:ubj ecta Md charac tt rs, lltlleh 
was won by Jack Wood, a rt ,r llblch we adjou rn ed t or NfreSIXlenta . 

The second hal f or t he cee t t ne: was devoted to the gaoe or c rick e t, thh contht s 
reading, given by ceott rey , being an e.r.trnct rro.a the Teddy Les t er st.ocy , •nu-e e School 
Chucs,' by John Flooemre , "hlch or lgtl1411Y e:,peared as a ser i al ln the Boys Real e. 'ffle 
ceett ng cl osed a littl e earli er than usual at 9, 10 p.o. 

Next ceettng , Saturda, , 1'th Jul.Y. F, HANCOCK Hoo. Sec .. 

Oe.,pl te t he wl nt.rT weathe r outs ide th t au:iosphere "a., nm and cheer fUl at the 
u.!W.l rend.ezvou11 when the regular ::iecbers of the Cold en Hours Club met at 6.1 5 PA on 
Thl.rada)' , Jlm e 13th. 

It "a, with pl ea• re that an entbJ. slaa t lc welccat was eztended to thre e vlattors 
'lfloo lt Is hoped will btooce regular r:iectiers. Haollton enth! s lasta In th e circle were 
happ1 Indeed to tlnd ~t JoM Gardiner or Pennant Htl ls atd Oc:ti Hartness or Bondi ~ 
their deep ln teren jn...U\e Hognet, with our third Tt.sltor Nr . Seunders , a suppor te r or 
Cb1.m "1.d the B,o.P, 

Coples or the c.o., C. D .. AMUal, B.P.c., Colden llCU"s, ~ the club cata logues were 
thEn passed around ar:orcst. the 't'Utt.or:s lllhlls t .aeci>ers expl a ined the deian a or these -··------ .. ··----- -··-----~-·····--·-------
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belptu l end prteelesa publtcatlona ft)lch toro such a at.rona: Unit in hobby circ l es. 
A letter troc. Tee Dobson was read by the secretary ,b o announced that In Ju~ ToD 

plans to spend part or bl a l eave In Sydney m, • Ill be "'6nll1n& up rrom Vl eto r1 3 mt~ 
.:ionth to &hare l!l'I boUr or two , dl scuaalng hobb7 attelrs, with b l a fr i ends. Aa we have 
Tel"f hapPJ ccaor les or Tom' a Wt 'fl alt wi th u.s this one t a happt}y snttc tpned. 

Bloke entbJ.ltaats '"" well catered ror bJ Jt;i coot who had aent Stq, Press news or 
the put>ll oU.J accorded tbe Nttreoeni. or Sano n Blake bf tbt LondCf\ da l ll ea. Sad news in
deed bUt at l eut soce conaolatton to know Blake ha.s not died entirely un9Url&. f'urtber 
lntereatlng de.ta on Btd. e o.aca In a letter t roc West J.u.st.rallan collector Cordon swan •h::> 
ato.rt.ed quite a 1t n1Y dUcuaaton coooem t ng 1u.u e OIONl author Leat.er Bldston l'lbon work 
appeared to owe a crea,t. deal to ear li er trl te r Dal'ld GoodJl'ln. 

Frm c l o,c r at hoae cace an al.Wa1S welooae l et ter rroo Ar"tllur Holland whoae "Ylewa ond 
dtlQlsaton s bring hta rost acttnl.y In to tbe C"ieettne despite the di stanc e bu.ween. 

AnOther long dtltant cueat we.a Btll Cander our nry eood t rlend rroo Canada N'.lose 
trlendll' lett ers and n l ued s. P. C. hafl done so ruch ror hobby anbeN enr.,,rheN. 

Aa usual the reat or the evening wu spent In general dl,c:u.salon and wlt.h three 
•ialt.of' a anxtou• to learn rurtber deta il s ot t.he bock club fellowship It was a run and 
lnroroat t"nt hour with aomathln& or tntere st tor all oecbers. 

FollOwtng our ulWJ. practice tbe evening waa oont tooed and ooneluded ooa t enJ oyab)y 
at 9 o •cl ock wtt.h a halt bow' In tJle l ocal oorree ahop. s. PATE - Seeretai7 

Neet l held 16 June ]96 . ~ 
~ce agallit was a pietl.SUN to Tlalt &lcd .stor House. Surblt on, wtth the garden 

l ook ing at tts •rosiest•, and wt th Erle ro,yne aa our twJst. A record ot tenoonce or 14') 
turned up to gree t our Presid ent lnd ttra. Harrtaon , Charles Htlll'ltlton1s s ister. In the 
absence of \Incl e BenJm:itn, on bolldd, D<Jn Webster acted o..a secret.orr-tre38Ul"Cr . 

Bob Bl.7th • opened the aeettng , Md 3lter the routin e business had been concluded.• 
Roger Jent .Ina mtcrtal ned us bf read~ 81 awatng extract t'roCI Magnet No. 1078 • ni.e J"Per 
or creyrrtan-. A. short dlaousslon t.hE!l took place as to u.e possib i lity or holding an 
ern.ial dl Mer, and 8lTMAomenta were left In th e hands or John Wet'WIM, Brt.in Doyle , and 
Don Webater. We then proceeded to emlate tbe Bunter fact ty b7 c:okln& Inroads tnto ptlea 
ot S3ndftlches and cakes of all ktncJS. 

After tea we adloumed to the run 800 Cecea RoOQ where two te~ b11ttled t or the 
booour of scoring inost pot nta In three coq:,etlttons . (Neecll CSS to 58¥ , Roger's t eac won 
as usual.) 

ThJ.s ended our • Ascot• oeetlng t or this year ond all present egreed that lt was one 
or our happiest end mst 31.1oees.stu1. · 

Next IDOOth -we •talt • cN7trlars' - but lt•s been coved to Berkshire , 'ltlere Er l e and 
Betty i...m.rence are our hOs ts. Letts gin them a good attendanC e and a meeti ng to reced>er. 

ra< WEBSffl< 

!lilll!m1ll 
l1eetlrn ~!g a=: • oi": l ralrman , "1.o WU on holJd&)" Jn North Wales lt WU '!111 cllty t,o 
sin<Mtce the sad news that Fronk C&N bad h8d t,o N,tan aettn merbershtp . 1 81J¥ acttvo 
tiettler,b l p because , although be t1Q" no lonce r be abl e to a tt end our meetlrcs N&UlarlY we 
st.Ill regard ht o as one or us , Mei jWlt as mdl a aect>er In spi rit a, eve r be wu before. 
On th e behalf of everY oed>er or tbt clul), I w:lah hla th e Tef7 best or ludt in hl1 new 
Job In NottlnahaD,. Sa::18 o r us will , or eQ.lf'se, be aee l,- bl t1 at the tmncbester ceettna . 

Holldayl and the abnoroal 'D'lgltah weather ( the tun was lhlnl~) curtailed. the attend 
ance, but we had Ml enjo7able ne ntrc. J.lthoogb n-n Cue ,.. not present, he plq.cl hi s 
pert bf send ing a qui£ baaed on books ll1d their authors which wu woo b)' George Rtl ey. 
T!le evenlrc coocluded with a dtlcusalon In "1 1ch no bol ds were barred and punchl• MN 
dellvered stralaht rroo th e shoulder . At the end or t t 1, as ... ,_ (cont•d ~ page 32 .. ) 



CURTAI N 
It bu bttn bUt NNl.1 

U.t • pertoc:Ucal hal dttd 
with digni ty, wtth a &flt , 
with a lode back, and w1tbout 
UCUNI . The St.non !}Mt 
Library bu dent just that. 
~ dlenltJ' ot tu fi nal 

curtain has been wortl'o' or It, tlld that haa been ca1nl.f We to tilt t act that t.o Hr. 

bar'd Baker tht ed t ttna or the a.s.1.. was mre than a C11N1 j ob. Ltk.1 ht1 naderl , h• 

reall.1 10nd the Ltbr'8.?Y. 
Hr. Bater has mdtl the r1nal l sa)t or the B.B.L. ( 11a1ec1 tn nJ.CkJuneJ one that 

readers • Ill ever cherlllh. 
It wa.s ple...-.t, u \Ouching , to read thl coccenu or rollc ,,., Mve been connected 

wtlh the S. B.L. ror- ID'1 )'tars . Ptffia.Ps the m, t striking or .U , taut , oenetntlac , 

and dlaracttrt1tlcall.1 a tl r l eal - ctae f'ra:aJa<* Trnor lf.Or7. Ht wrote: 

' 'Mle Belton Blake Ltbnry, In COCD)l1 with other died publlcatlona , 16Cb eftt712\ lnc 

tt tak:u to appeal to the r:us l'IJC!IGnee now eoeratna rroo the °"' el nen-plws ood'ltne; 

It la.et.I OUllnen , It lact l pucrtUty, " l acka stertltt, , It lackl plctuNI that could 

obYlai.t Nad ine altogeU.r , It Jadts all Ult tht.np that are Yltal to ., WllOBglnattw, 

non-rt-' ln&, non-thtnttac, non-U•tnc , tel l.1-watdltac publtc . 1t ts thlnr ore not en 

eeonoc1tc propo1lt t on and t •c su~rlaed It hu luted thlt long. • 

Jack TNvor StorY'• words will tlnct an td\o In all our breast.a . Nevtrthe le sa , he 

csoes not re.U, 1t n tht true ptctun . He blclt1 the publlc ror lack or mpport - n , 
rcr onee, Cbt apetl'G' or the pd)ltc 11 not 11-: cause. 

The bhce , a, we han been so.:,S,. tor o lone tlCE tn the Dtaen, re1is ,quare}y on 

the dlatl'ltiu tt on 111tcc o.nd the l GCt ot adYertt~t . The publl o CnlOt be blemd tor 

rant nc to ,upport a pert oeltcal Wheri onl.1 thl l 07al m.s tNO knew tha t it 1t111 os.uttc:1. 

So tar u ., !mow, tbt s.B.L. •as not nen ~ tied In other neec.v Putillcattcri.1. 

It c,in l'lar'dly" be <Wil ed tbat there ts a cl(l)t reedlnc public t<r dec.tct tn stortH. 

It ls Insat i able . 'l"hO whole caH or cr lCI! 1torie s wbtch Agat.h.a Chrtatl e ha.a been 

wrl tln& o~r the past t ort.¥ 7ears art reprinted 3nO repr inted And rtprlnt.ed aga in. 

TheN hU bet:n no codemtt t nc or J.afl.tba's •tor te, - 71t tbe poouc taps u.i ~ all tbt 

ttm . It would haTe l oi,ped ~ the excellent Sezton Blake to.111 In the ,am wn;r - t r It 

h8d had the el'.ance. 
JneYtto.bl.7, there wtll be an Inquest, :bat ing tor yeon1, co the pa,a t n,: or Sexton 

Blatt . I t can be am:iltt«I wttb:lllt prejUdlce tha t 1*f¥ Collector, • Digest readers , •ho 

nacurall7 are or the older brigade . did not taYOUr •hat bas bean termd tht Dl!lr l ook 

Sexton Blake. It ca:, al.lo be adcttted that tea have been blUlld end a Utt.l e untatr . 

1 t ts reu tbl• to assu::ie that our older readers are ratrlY rep rutntat t•e or the .,,...., 

or older s . B.L. readers throui,balt th e oount.ry. 
NY personal optnt on, 'llb.l cb Cl81 not be wo~ SU'tblnc, 11 tho.t the new look wu 

cmTt ed a ltttl , too rez· 11'2 .tiered t.o a little too •u.tlboml1. Ct0ef"all.Y 1J1eat1nc, I 

did not U'llnk tha t Tinter • at partJC\llorlJ' wtll-bandled In recent \I ces , and l tblnk the 

reol ntne re gular ebanletert were rather overopl a)'td. 
Nnerthel111 , tbt Sexton Blake Library Ml orr ,rec1 excellent detect.In and adY<r1ture 

stories In recent 7ears, end 1 eo oom t oeed tha t tbe CWMrel public MlUld bave dell chted 

In (bm , bad It ~ aboUt thl!D. 
Bo the Suton Bldtt Llbn:7, bom In 191S, bu di ed In 196}. But Suton Blelr.t and 

Tinter en not dead . Thi CUl'taln hu fallen• bUt c:urta lna otten rl .se ogatn. Halbt, 

tr Bhk• }O'fCN ... tbllr YOtcu hte.r'd , .. lhall yet '" DON atorlu or UM grea t 

British detec tl ft. 
Collectora t Dtaut bu ac:und a rew ut.nL ooptt1 ot tbe lut o.o l aatH . l t ,rr, 

reador hu rOU'ld It lq >on lble to acquire cc,plu , they are avat lab l t trm th l1 otrs c, at 



e.oA pric e pW poatace . 

On u. inside conn of the .. Jut 1 ... , , tberv •• an ad\'ertt....-it tor the new 
publtc.attm1. neeewa eo1curt,act.1. In u. rcntront 11 CR.HE U.S.A. And a llttt • 
bl t or old Encland hu acne - · 

mE aJl!IUljT ISSUES OP Tiil! SElcyOII fil.AK§ LIBRARY 
wan bY nvunt fc9s*t 

I ml• t.ht tlnal Umt l of the Bu.tea BlMe Llbrer7 "'"' ..... ot deep penonal 
J.oa. !Wltb after a,nth ror tQl"'trtWO yean eacb new cblpter or W• sreoe NP bu 
tbrlll ecl,. .,.i.tflec:t. enter1.atn«i , tnron:»d or aclted • · In Cbe proceu or ourtns up 
tr<x1 cti.11.d to adUlt l baTe: Journe,ea wttb BlaU to all quarters of tbe 1].obt ln bl l 
tl&bt agas.n.c. crlcie and crlmlnall. pl.qed hide mx:S •• with apte, a CCU\ter sple1, 
arw:l faced c111ncer. nen death, tn hi• coq>q". In rec ent rean I hate enjoyed me coq,,on,y 
or ihe ntcut ll"OUP or trterm and belpeN e111ooe could wl !h to meet , In the It.a ft ot 
Buton Bl ake lmeatlg attons LCO. Bo fl1'1dl¥ ha'Te hi • elLltl'IOn written of hl a uplo tta 
sld dw'8cter that he bal allt'OI been tor m , aa for DMJ' otbtr re.:tert , a l11'1ng per,oo • 
u Nal arw:t IUbstantlal u MY or mr da1]¥ ocntacta . 

Now, atter a period of alarm and ~ the a:n baa fall en. Bl.all:• l a no l ancer 
en eCOl'IOQlc propoat t lon and troc bencetortb will continue to Un Cl'JJY In the lClallno.tlona 
en:! cwim:,rtu of hl l re.aaers. '!bat tboat SIC» DelllOl"lea onc1 1.Cllglnatloos will functi on 
b,epp tl ,7 tor m years to coco I ths*. all tho,e -.ithor s -.o MYe 1tTen or their best 
r:a\th atwr D)Oth , 7e8r art.er nar, aa.tnc.elnlnl en lncredtbl,7 high AdldOrd of lit erature 
and ttct1Cfl In tbese at.all t,oota. 

I tl'lderttancl t m:t the publtlhl:rl wtll ret ain the l!ILlthora .e "tcea tn otber tt elda 
ot ltterature an::I I wllb thea an ffW7 SICC8P In me 7ttll"Babead. To all old trtenda 
and reeOerl of the cr>, 1 wt& long Ute, 1~ amorl ea, arW1 keen 1aq 1nattona. Pefbcl,1 
from tlm to um one of ua will Nt J>ffl c.o paper mr11111.te a tborC, Bl ake tor the am.. 
aent or Cbt NA or ua. Pertiapa an aiUKr, treed rroo Cbe rutrlct1om and U.mlt atlona 
or czw BBL will be ..,.,.c,. to ND89 aoqualntance with 0tr old trtend aw:t gin u, a Blake 
llben we leut eJpeCt It. p-,.p a we llball neTer ue enotber nn Blake ato17. ~ 
enr h.tA>tM in tb e rutare I aci tntenae17 grate rul tor the 79an or tn t.ereat and 
pl euure npreaented bJ' the ea.a on 111 bootlhelvea. Tlll • ••t again w1Cbln tbelr 
pages • goocl>Je • 8a't<ll 81.aa. 

THE PR Cf tpip,; 8,B,h No, 525 
netHn Jt\9W 

Klr\ln ~ at hla bHt tn a aptne chllll!W 
naTel of mrder ..a tnwd at a COWl"7 club c.N 
Cr l,pln tallo a mt tbe ID8ll'Den ot bl • Ant1-LeCbemi 
Soclet,' -1 prctdled coq,J.ete rej UYenatton to a 
p,:,up or old men. 

When one of the ae old mn dlaeppeared rrcm me 
race or tbe ean,,, bl • neJj)ew cllled ln sac.on 
Blake 'ID) bsl gre at dtft tc::uJ.t.)' tn tlndln& _.,. l ead 
to JUl.tus a.pt, aoth'ttt t a mt11 Linda sm., hl• 
aeeNtan', wu llllrder1ld. Than, wltb tbe aid of 
Tinker, Paala tm 111r1on, be •t mt to oapiuN c.be 
111>& oold-t>loodtd ll.lr'deNr ot all ti.a. 

Sto17 , dlalOIUe and dlaract.er laat.loa are all 
UC4'llePt.. b nonl hall pace, tenalon,. aottr 
.., , tad that t.oucb or t2le b1aarre "11cb • bnt: 
ome io auoc tac. wltb ttr. 1'hoau. 



n 
!JI WC D9Pd fb&en 19, 5iCi 

Hie 4, ltll lMK 
AONntNd n u.e ties or •n. 8CUld or llirder 

u"W 1ut. laaM ln 1ibt pr,tNnt 8utc'1 lltb 
t..tbnrT ,..,.,. • .o ..,... • ,..,.. -~ or a11 VII 
olblr wcn:sertu.1 , .... or w, &Nat ou,,,,ti. 1"°'7 . 

1111, 1, a f'Mll7 '"-' tio« tt111nrs or Ille 
err~, or a1et1 end Paala, a ldtd tu" Tinker IDd 
NN'lon , to dllCOftr tbe NUOl'l lllQ' p,aqona er plaDt a 
r111ac rrca Bca:,lalll to 8Jdle7 "'" ci1._ 1U1111 onr 
lbl Pectnc. 1'bt u,t__., t, fl"IUlb,t wttb <11apr 

tor Blekl, trtap dtaUl ..:I rt11&1lt.acton ror r.u , 
end brtnp UIIII boUl 1Dto ooatlJct wt tb • l'lmd ol 
UM J ..,_,. .. ...., baMd on a ooral 1,1.n:1. 1'be 

non l ends u au iucb. DOYt l.l ~ wt Ul •auicn 
Blatt 9ld Pllll.a l71n& 1ldt bJ ltdt «I tNI &olden 
bNcb ID llonollllU dekmlntd to Urkt thl Ytc.11" ot 
lltnd'• actrlct u .ocm • poutble , IPd wtl.b tJt*ar 
wall.inc Imel ID bind wt t.ll ttar1on tnto ... ~17 
i..., nian . , aoa tttttnc met ccetorttnc em 
Lo Uw publt c li t e of WN • cr tm-1JU1tl111, &.nu>le 
moounc oes.eou .. a.• ........ . 

J9iN IIPIPtI (Cont'd troa P• • 2)) •• • 

......... (8ablll): l bsff relld 10W" l t tier In UM CUITW\t Ind lut lNM Of tbe 

~ •Jte to - ttlat l IIIICkrN 7tGr" b:lpe bt pc,pal .. C,--, Will OD1 4-J brtQI 

llloUI, a. Nllnl or 1a1a1 ai.u. I bnt bee a reader ror ..... 7ean u. 1 om 

......,.. nl u. IUOdm ct.,..tlcm ot pmuoaiton 01111 .. a ~ 

------ ----- --- ------ ------------ ------ -- -----=~s:.:i:·::,=~ = ~'j:J :·~ :: ;:;.., 
c • •• THd. 
P. K. Dim, 1 11&ftltOIOf"l',1 DRBT IIOIID, ~, flllEL 

~ Ltta (Cl , aid, }I'd N•> , SCI.••, HaiM't&, Will bYJ or t1cbane t tor •School and 

lporiil',"fV'lou. Lee, , n •, , fta&nttl, o- , Raalltm Raro-oonre. vrttt ltattrw mat you 
blft& • JCIII Jta , 11 BICBIXMN NllD , IAIB , llllllBEl. 

------ ----------- -------------- --------------
~ ,_._"""I'll• as •• J 
ecunc Cb&Jrw111, ...,. Che 'tlerdtct .. a esr. Ind "' au went hc:a at.SU UM be.i ot 
trl enoa. 

1teprdtQC c.bt ... ttnc In 1'11nchuttr en JulJ 7tb, uw oeta11, art u fOllmll -

ne,t at Llftl'POOl l::latmllt liatton (andtr Im cloc*) at 9. SO •.a. ~ will be at 1IM 
•• ffll.lP" llol,d • LOA& Nlll,81&e, .......,.. J (DMI' 1'11nc:bt...,. bcmQl e ltatlan) U 

1 .... , DN'IDC will 1btD tallow wat U S p.a. 1tUr 1111.lcll t te •IU be Nnld. We 

hope to ... ac:m ~ oar trlmda t roa lAtdl llld llnllndml u t bt •• t.tnc, a, t11o 

DOlfll, .... L.GDdCD .. 11111. 
IIU. wt-. 

J:dll"ld tit•••,..,... IIN laJor Roule , Oran ao.s . 1urt11con • ....,..,. 
OUpll oactd ~ Tork Dll>Uo.attnc lrt'lota , 12.a f'bl -...1.e.. ron. 


