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FOR SALE

BY ORDER OF THE EXECUTRIX OF THE LATE BILL MARTIN'S
LIFETIME COLLECTION OF OLD BOYS' BOOKS

10T 31: Offers requested for 24
loose copies, all different, of
Nelson Lee Library' comprising -
4 copies 1d series Nos. 105, 110,
113 and 121; also 20 copies 14
geries in Nos. 163 to 336 range.

With covers (but few part worn)
Good condition.

IOT 34: Offers requested for:
49 loose copies, all differ-
ent, of 'Nelson Lee Library'
2nd new series, Nos. 1 to 50
incl. except No. 10. With

covers, excellent condition.

10T 32: Offers requested for 22
loose copies, all different, of
Nelson Lee 24 Library' in Nos.

342 to 492 range. With covers, very
good condition.

10T 35: Offers requested for,
54 loose copies, all differ—
ent, of 'Nelson Lee Library
2d New series' Nos. 51 to
104 incl. with covers,
excellent condition.

10T 33: Offers requested for 41
loose copies, all different, of
'Nelson Lee 2d Library" in Nos.
501 to 568 range. With covers,
excellent condition.

-189 incl. with covers,

10T 36: Offers requested for:
84 loose copies, all differ-
ent, of 'Nelson Lee Library
24 new series' Nos. 106 to

excellent condition.

PLEASE QUOTE LOT NUMBERS.
POSTAL OFFERS ONLY AT THIS STAGE -
NO CALLERS.

Executrix - Mrs. I. Carpenter
230 Watford Road,
Harrow, Middx.

Collector's Itemss

the Auctioneers. -

CE - Messrs. Hodgson & Co., of 115 Chancery Lane,
W.C. 2 will be suctioning at the end of July, the main
extensive book library of the late Bill Martin, comprising
Bloods, early 01d Boys' Books and Papers. Also mumerous
Anyone interested should apply for
Catalogue which will contain all necessary details, from

* ¥ % * * ¥

S S
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CONCERNTNG HYMNS

A religious magazine recently condemned the old hymns which we
used to sing in our Sunday School days. The writer of the article
concluded with the comment that the hymns referred to are "now merci-
fully, one hopes, out of print.”

While it is perhaps outdated in these scientific days to refer
to & "Friend for little children above the bright blue sky" or to
suggest that "Jesus bids us shine with a pure, clear light," it can
hardly be denied that we loved these old hymns and plenty more like
them when we were young. Many of us have remembered them all our lives.
In spite of their undoubted sentimentality, and, in a few cases,
mawidshness, they made their impressions for good. How many youngsters
today could say the words of even one hymn? They are the poorer for it.

A cleryman recently welcomed a new hymnal in his church. It
consisted of many new hymns, and a few 0ld ones to which new tunes — if
one could call them tunes - had been attached. So many people no longer
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sing in church, simply because they do not know the tunes.

A great religious leader once asked "Why should the devil have
all the best tunes?" He had a point there. It is all too fashionable
to condemn good old hymns, and tunes, and stories. How the devil must
laughl
OUR_200th NUMBER

Next month's "Collectors' Digest" reaches its two hundredth
number. Paradoxically Collectors' Digest is always looking back - yet -
it has never looked back. That last sentence, by the way, is 1ifted
from an article which appears in our 200th issue.

In August, to celebrate this unique occasion, you will be receiving
the greatest issue of Collectors' Digest ever to be published. The
200th edition will be a GRAND SUMMER DOUBLE NUMBER. It will be packed
from cover to cover with good things. Apart from all our usual popular
features it will contain special articles by all your favourite contri-
butors - Roger Jenkins, Leonard Packman, Tom Hopperton, W.0.G. Lofts,
Ross Story, Neil Beck, Frank Shaw and others. Henry Webb draws our
apecial cover for this 200th mammoth issue.

There will be a new story of Slade, entitled "THE BOY IN THE
CORNER", The new story of Slade features Pinky-Mi and, of course, Mr.
Buddle.

There will be a unique competition with & money prize, and our
famous book prizes in additions There will be plenty of pictures to
tickle your heart strings, articles to tickle your memory, and other
items to tickle your sense of humour.

It is a mumber of Collectors' Digest which we believe you will
treasure always.

The price of this 200th issue will be 4/-. last month we ex-
plained how we shall handle the subscriptions of regular readers to
cover the increased price of this great DOUBLE NUMBER. We expect an
unprecedented demand for this mumber which marks a milestone in our
history. The mumber of copies available will be limited. If you are
not a regular subscriber, and you want this 200th SPECIAL, you should
order in good time to avoid disappointment.

THE ANNUAL

Preparations are now in hand for COLLECTORS' DIGEST ANNUAL FOR
1963. Contributors are requested to send in their material as scon as
possibles

THE EDITOR.
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DANNY’S DIARY

M

as1s has occurred with my brother Doug, He has fallen in love, I
don't mpposa 1t will last long but it 1s terrible while It does, Her name 1s Freda
Bonestoril and she 1s very languld. Doug met her on the tennis court and she plays like
an intoxicated moth, She loocks at me as though she is looking through a bit of glass,

Doug says she 1s fragile as a piece of Dresden china. 1 sald she's more like an
old cracked pol, and he wes Very cross,

Doug had half promised Lo take me to Wimbledon, but after all he tock Freda in-
stead, and he saw A.F, Wilding beat Maurice McLoughlin in the gentlemen's singles, Doug
says it was a remarkable game as McLoughlin's service is so fast that it Is almest
untakeable and he is called the cannonball, Wilding is a New Zealander and McLoughlin
13 an American, At the end of the month America won the Davis Cup.

1 think Doug was ashamed of his betrayal of his brotler, for he bought me three
books. One was a Boy's Friend 3d Library called "The Rival Clnematographists" by Sidney
Drew, 1 don't care much for his stories as they are rather silly I think,

Another book was Fun & Fiction. This had a very funay stery called summer
Lodgings" with two characters Bob Bunkum and Gus Gerkin, The third was a Nugget Library
called “Tufty & Co's Yacht® which was quite a change,

1 shenit be surprised if I get plenty of books until Doug and Freda get tired of
one another, 1 asked him why Freda talks as though she has a bad gumboll in her mouth,
but Doug says that 15 just her naturally refined speech.

On July 12th there was a bad accident on the Great Eastern at Colchester, The
express which left Cromer at 1 D.h. Was wrecked through colllding with a 1light engine,
The epgine of the express overturned and the driver, firemsn and guard were killed,
Several passengers were injured but most of thenm, fortunately, were at the back of the
train behind the restaurant cars.

The Gem has been patchy this menth., ®The Rascal of St. Jim's" was Gore, IL was a
splendid story in which a gambler ealled Tickey Tapp opened a gambling den in the house
on the moor,

®Taggles! Benefit® was good fun, To celebrate Taggles 65th birthday, the chums
got up an entertainment in which Billy Bunter of Creyfriars gavé a ventriloguial show,
Clifton Dane's parrot, Polly, played a part in the story, In the end they presented
Taggles with £7.

In "Schoolboy and Gentleman Boxer®, Tom Merry was saved by Tiny Tim, the bantan,
who was appearing at Wayland Empire, But Tiny Tim injured his wrist when saving Tom from
bandits, so Tom tock Tim's place In the boxing bout, A good story.

The last story of the month was called "Misunderstcod" and it was not in Martin
Clifford's usual style, Hanners was accused of leaving Cousin Ethel to be gored by a
tull, but actually he was saving a small child, In the end the father of the child
gave Manners a lovely camera.

On July 19th the new Xursaal was opened on the Isle of Man, Lord Raglan, the
governor, opened it, and among those who appeared were Madame Melba, George Rebey and
Little Tien,

A good set of stories !ln the H.gnet. this mnttl. Rarrr Wharton Was recelving
Jletters fron a nan called Jor Oadd who thought he had caught out Harey in.s BAoskeuardly,
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Sldney Drew's Fine Serial Story.

grand, Complets School Tale.

“UNGLE FISH!" || “MYSTERIA!”

act, but It was
really Skinner who had
given Harry's name,
The story was called
"In Another's Name,"

"The Bandow Girl
at Greyfriars® told of
a visit of Johnny Bull's
cousin, Fluffy,

In "Uncle Fish",
the American boy put
up three brass balls
over his study door,
and started as a
pasmbroker, But
Bunter started to
parn things which did
not belong to him,

*The Felse Form
Master® , was Me.
Cuelch's cousin,
Ulick Perrers, who was
1ike Mr, Quelch so he
kidnapped the Remove
master and took his
place,

Robert Bridges has
been appointed Poet
Laureate,

We had Freda for
tea towards the end of
July., Bhe sald she
was a silly puss as
ghe let out that it is
her birthday next
week, Bhe says she
never 1lkes her boy
friends to know when
her birthdey is as
they spend more than
they should, But she
told Doug very seriously
that she insisted he
should not spend more
then £2 on her birth=
day present,

1 thought Doug
looked a bit green,
Maybe 1 shan't get
eny more books from
him, after all, Yet
avhile, at any rate,
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Blakiana
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Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKMAN, 27 Archdele Road, East
Dulwi London, 8. E.

NAME THE AUTHORE
By Walter Webb
EART

The well-varied styles of those ancnymous, old-time UNION JACK writers offered
themselves to easy ldentification in most cases, and 1t was only the cecasional econtribu-
tor who was brought in to unfold a particular type of yarn outside the province of the
regulars that some difficulty faced the researcher in his gquest for authorship. Brayden,
Goddard, Hayter, Cannon = all were writers of individuality whose work had distinctive
tralts or characteristics to separate them from The rest of thelr odlleagues and conse~
quently make hiD easy prey to the prowlings of the researchers

There was a schoolmaster named Lomax, whose /ork under the pen-name of Herbert
Maxwell 1s remembered chiefly by reason of the fact that he created Tinker, The late
Herbert Leckenby once wrote that Maxwell had a curicus, jerky style, He was also a
writer who obviously 1iked to get to the end of his narrative in the shortest possible
tine and with the minimm effort, for he had a way of using short, crisp sentences and
putting each cne down below the other, Here is an example of what I mean taken from the
story "CUNNING AGAINST SKILLY

What was the nature of their business with Sir George?
Were they trying to buy the enamel from him?

Was he persistently refusing to sell it?

Was he in thelr power In some way, or Were they in his?
What was the story of the breastplate?

And so on.

Setting his sentences down thus the author could use up quite a let of space with
the fewest possible words, This picture of a man in a hurry was borne out many years ago
when an editor of BIG BUDGET wrote about an interview he had with Maxwell = or rather what
he hoped would have transpired to have been an interview, The editor, having made a
special journey to the suthor's home, was dismayed when the latter declined to be inter=
viewed for the benefit of his readers, jumped into his motor-car and drove off.

WILLIAM MURRAY GRAYDON - who created rirst Mrs. Bardell and then Pedro = Was a very
good writer, who simply could not infuse Blake with anything like the virility that most
of his collesgues did, and his presentation of the character is identified with a very
ordinary Blake of rather moody character and ruch less physical prowess then has been
attributed to him, Craydon also used a word very frequently in his dialogue which was
shunned by his contemporaries, and by this fact alone his stories can be easily singled
out, That word was "bade", i.e, "Take cover my boy," bade Blake urgently, Together with
his well-known Sgotland Yard character, Inspector Widgeor rese be in




Page 8

difficulty in identifying Graydon's stories,

In complete contrast was Normen Goddard's interpretation of how Blake should be
portrayed, and the result was hardly setisfying, for this mercurial young writer went over
to the other extreme and frandd in the mind of the reader the pleture of a somewhat arro=
gant, authorative and boastful Blake, quite unlike that designed by eny author of that
or any cther era, To give some idee of what I mean, here are a tew exarples of Goddard's
dialogue:

{a) *It is my business to know things" Sexton Blake sald coolly.
(b) wCclose the door, Tinker," Sexton Blake ordered.

(¢) "1 an Sexton Blake," the detective remarked indifferently, "You may
have heard of me?"

The verb "ordered® 1s to be found time and time again in dialogue set down by
Goddard and uttered by Blake, and the repetition of such sentences as gbove form a stignma
that an admirer of the detectlvels character finds distinctively dismaying, since due to
the expert handling of the leading authors in general and the incomparable . H. Teed in
particular, our mental picture of Blake is that of a man quietly courageous, medest and
somewhat reserved - certainly nothing resembling the rather concelted braggart the author
in question portrayed him to be.

Like Maxwell, Coddard had a jerky style and obviously wrote his stories at a tear—
away pace - hence the repetition of certaln words and phrases = and It is quite easy to
discover just when his Plurmer stories started and those of the original creator of the
character = Michael Storm's left off.

Storm's stories were sroother in narration; he used Blake's surname only in his
dialogue and was more punctilicus in that he always ended a sentence of dialogue with
the name of the spesker, On the other hand, Goddard used the cheracter's full name of
Sexton Blake, and, as often as not, ended his sentences of dialogue with the verb or
adverb. You only had to look down the first column of print In the first substitute
Plurmer story to spot the difference, which gees to prove just how important a study of
an author's dialogue can be in the tracing of unknown or doubtful authorship.

BART 3

Locking back, cne wonders why It was that so many of the authors who came under the
netice of Hamilton Edwards and his contemporaries failed to attain any recognition out=
side their own particular field of boys' fiction, Were they concerned in trying to irprove
upon their technique as they continued writing over the years, ar were they content to
plod along aimlessly, distributing the same old stuff, couched in more or less inferior
English on manuseripts which, 2s quite a few oldtime editor have confessed, Bave them a
2:::;&' every time they were called upon to try and elucidate what was written upon

A very elderly gentleman, now retired from the editorisl chalr and 1iving in re-
tirenent in the West Country the last I heard fron him, had some enlightening views on
this subject, for, during many years spent on the BOYS'! HERALD and other papers, he came
into contact with many of the writers who have been the subject of interesting discussion
in the various collectcrs' magazines, 1 was frankly informed that marny of those writers
were just out for money spinning and ground cut tons of utter tripe simply to get cash
and never took the trouble to try to write a line of decent English,

This probably explains why so few of the early A.P. authors made the grade = money
was the evil which rooted the remainder to the foot of the tree of success, of which
gweeter fruits they were destined never to taste, whilst those whose ability enabled them
to climb it, locked down upon them in triumph,
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Of the latter was Charles Ham!lton, whose progress from an early UNION JACK writer
of the 1850's to a regular contributor to the MAGNET of the 1930's was remarkable, and
it 1s of absorbing interest to follow his development and ultimate near-perfection in
writing over the years. Such is the wide gulf In merit between Lhe storles he wrote for
these papers that it is difficult to believe that they were written by the sane mans

1t has alrcady been remarked that a feature of Hamilton!s writing was his faultless
phrasing, his methodical placing of the verb, which always appeared before the name of
the character who was made to speak, But, If you go back to the days when he was a raw
beginner, you will find such orderliness lacking, and his dialogue crude, whilst the
verb would just as likely be found after the orator's name as before. Skip a few years,
survey the Hamilton of 1905, and you will observe a big improvement In his work. Per—
heps not yetws there that irpecocability in phrasing, nor yet the meticulousness of the
dialogue as a whole; but there was evidence of approaching maturity, and there was far
more stability in his writing generally. If you read U.J. No. 76 entitled "The SBecret of
the School® you will observe that the author placed the verd immediately before the name
of the character uttering the dialogue, and only on extremely rare occasions did he do
otherwise. AS a matter of interest, this story featured an S. Blake; but It Was not the
famous Sexton, of course, The character was Sidney Blake, a new boy at Bt. Cynthiats,
one of Charles Hamilton's lesser known schools, This year - 1905 € seemed Lo mark the
turning point. The author had decided exactly how his sentences were to be framed, and
from then right up to the publication of the latest Bunter Books the verb was never used
to end a sentence of dialcgue,

How many of the early Sexton Blake writers followed this method of sentence laying
as favoured by Charles Hamilton? Well, quite a goodly nunber It seems, and the task of
making out categorifcal 11sts of the authors and the way they franed their sentences of
dialogue has been a most fascinating one, and after many months of deep research, I have
placed some of them into their appropriate groupings.

GROUP "AY comprises those who favoured Charles Hamilton's rule and stringently placed
the operative word before the nape.

GROUP "B" contalns those writers who glmost followed this method, but on closer
inspection were found to occasionally do the opposite.

CROUP "C® finds those authors who favoured the opposite way and were more prone to
place the verb last In a sentence of dialogue than otherwise. This method Is also pre=
terred by the Blake author of today, as those who read the current 8.3,L's will know,.

CROUP "D" gees those who were very inconsistent in th:iis respect, and who were just
as 1lkely to have adopted one methed as the other,

CROUP WA" seems to contain the predominant number of writers, and here are some of
the better known members of the Blake fraternity, who, with but two notable exceptions,
have passed oni

G, H, Teed, Michael Btorm, E.J. Murray, T.C. Bridges, E.W. Alais, W.B. Home-8all,

Alec G, Pearson, Cecil Hayter, T.G. Dowling Maitland, Arthur 5. Hardy, Edwy

8earles Brocks and Horace Phillips.

GROUP "B® has in it some well-remerbered names, and these Include:
Herbert Maxwell, Paul Herring, H. Gregory Hill, Crichton Miln, J.G. Jones and
William J. Bayfleld.

GROUP ®C" alsc has some distinguished names, still remembered with affection as
being those of writers who gave many hours of enjoyment to their readers during Blake's
halcyon years:

Norman Goddard, Andrew Murray, Jack Lewls, E. J. Gannon and Cicely Hamilton,

CROUP "D" The stars 1n this category did not shine quite so brightly, and, apart
from two of them, they have not galned the attention which, In various measures, has been
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ghowered on thelr predecessors.
W, Murray Craydon, 8. Gordon Shaw, Ernest A, Treeton, Houghton Towrl.y and

8ingleton Proud,
(continued)

LAST WORD ON AN ARGUMENT
By W. O Go Tofts

T have read with considersble interest the recent articles by
BErnie Carter and Walter Webb on the controversial subject of the actual
authorship of S.B.Le lot series Nos 5 (*Midst Balkan Perils).

Having been direct)y responsible for obtaining the official S.B.L.
and U.J. list of authors, I feel I can add considerably to the argument
and perhaps have the last word on the subject.

Firstly, I couldn't agree more with Walter that the story, and
especially the theme, reads like William Murray Graydon; but I could
not disagree more with him that there is an obvious mistake in the
official records, Having personally met many Blake authors - and in
some cases striking up a personal friendship - and learning quite a
mumber of things that went on behind the scenes, I would say that
Walter overlooks the fact that writers are only human. I could quote
many instances where an author has written a story and handed it to
someone else for that person to receive payment. Whe knows what
arrangement W.M. Graydon and EeS. Brooks may have had in 19157 Maybe
WeMeGe 'owed! Es34Bs a story = or helped the latter out when he was
indisposed, Official records show, for instance, that Gwyn Evans wrote
Ve Mistletoe Milk Mystexy' (UsJs Nos 1365) but George Rees confessed
to me that he wrote it for Gwyn when the latter was indisposed.

With all respect to Waltor, here is another point; can he tell
WM. Graydon's style with certainty? Despite the fact that this was
repated to be easy to detect, several U.J. stories that Walter has been
unable to trace have been proved to have come from Graydon's pen. I
also well remember some years ago when the late Herbert Leckenby
claimed to tell W.M.G's style instantly, and yet - along with Walter -
he was querying for years the authorship of the 'Derek Clyde' detective
stories in the "Detective Litrary" which were later proved to have been
written by none other than William Murray Graydoni

Walter (and others) are of course quite entitled to their own
opinion that the story under argument was written by W.lM. Graydon, but
so far as official records go BoSs Brooks is credit h writing
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and this should be accepted.
* * ® ® *

(In a1l fairness to Walter Webb I would explain to Bill that Walter told
me himself that the stories he had listed as "mtraceable" were so
stated only because he did not possess a copy of the particular issues
and was thus unable to trace the authorship for that very reason. JPs)

#OR K K H K K R K X K K

THE PASSING OF SEXTON BLAKE

The Sexton Blake Library comes to an end this month, This is
what Michael Moynihan, writing in THE SUNDAY TIMES, had te say about
it:

After 70 years of active life, but still up to his penetrating bluesgrey eyes in
trouble; Bexton Blake has conducted his last case.

The world's longest=serving detective made his debut in "The Missing Millionaire"
in 1893 = a sturdy figure with a high=crowned bowler, elastic-sided boots and a heavy
walking-stick. He takes his bow this month in "The Last Tiger® sptightlier than ever
as he copes with a pocket of Japs who think the war's still on - but falling at long
last, to a WomaNh.

Deveted readers might have sensed there was danger ahead In 1956 when Blake
acquired a New Lock - and a blonde secretary celled Paula Dane, Until then he had been
faithful to his Baker Street spartments (he was known as the Wofflce=boy's Sherlock
Holmes® in hig crumpet-eating days)s H1s housekeeper Mrs, Martha Bardell (that fount of
palapropisms) and Tinker, the boy of indeterminate age who was his Watson.

When Fleetway Publications took over he found himself in an office In Berkeley
Bquare, a cross between a Cheyney character and James Bond, with Tinker playing second
fiddle to the leggy Paula and the brunette receptionist, Marim, Only 1last year, a Mrs.
T, Clancy of Gillenbat, New South Wales, warned the authors that they were making too
mch of the girl,

Too late, The man who could once spurn the glamorous Roxane on her luwxury
yacht, with *[f I admit any of the softness of what you suggest into ry life, it means
Iy career would suffer," has proved no match for the Provocative Panla. Wedding bells
on a Pacific 1sland have spelt Sexten's death=knell.

Indeed, 1t was darkly hinted yesterday by his latest chronfcler "Wi 111am As
Ballinger® that he may yet pop up agaln. "y nog a Return of Sexton Blake? Holmes made
it

: First wio C,D, Annuals 1947, 1948, £1 each offered, CaDe
of [
. clo Con:zomrs' Digest, Excelsior House, Frove Road, Surbiton, Burrey.

Nelson Lee Libraries 192l=1933. Also 8t. Frank 8.0,L's. Firat class condition
essential, Fullest details to: N PRAGNELL, 33 BRAE STREET, LIVERPOOL, 7.

Anfield T7LO.
DON'T MISS = COLLECTORS! DIGEST NUMBER TWO HUNDRED = NEXT MONTH
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FOR EX( :  Sehoolgirls Omn Library Noss 3, by 5, 7 9. 10, 1k, 18, 19,
20, v 359 36y U1y by 47, U6, 19, 52y 534 55, 5B 67, 7. s 81, 89, 91, 92, 97,
BBt G0, 111 113, 115, 128, 159, 151, 1, 1By 155, 156y 159, 160, 161, 162, 191, Zlie
10 Bchoolgirl?s Owns 1924 = 5. 25 The Scheolgirl from No, 1 1922 = 3.
Schoolboy's Own Lib, Nos, 21, 26, 30, 63y 72 73, 754 79 80, 83, 67, 68, 93, %8, 101,
102, 105 (2), 106, 110 111, 115, 125, 128, 131, 133, 136, 113, 106, 154, 138, 217, 295,
298, 350, 38, 37l 383, L6, 407, 384,  Frank Richards The Lone Texan.
B.F.L. 3d 2l; The Great Unknown (Melson Lee) 25 The Stolen Bubmarine (Nelson Lee)
13, The M111 Hasterts Becret (Sexton Blake) 124 Across the Equator (Bexton Blake)
68 Bexton Blake's Trust.
B,F,L. 3d. 367 Cously: Ethel's Schooldays. Top of first pages mitilated and a bit tatty,
B.F.L. 3d. 153 The Silent Three (St. Jim's)
B.F.L, Ld. 273 What's Wrong with the Rovers (Nelson Lee)
B.FiL, bds 479 Redfern Minor (Chas. Hamilton) 509 The Schoolboy Castaways (M. Clifford)
Hany #d and 1d Marvels and 4d Pjucks, Boys Champion, The Champion Annual 1914
B,F.L, ld. 410 Rock Patrol (Pentelow) 558 The Rival Captalns (Wyclifte) Pentelow
752 The Sixth Forn at Haygarth (Haygarth) Pentelow
756 The Barring-Qut at Haygarth (Haygarth) Pentelow

9 Carden of Cardenshire (Pentelow) 93 The Bchool for Hard Cases (Pentelow)
VERNON LAY, 52 OAKLEIGH GARDENS, WHETSTONE, LONDOK, N.20.

W sFrank Richard's Autoblography? for 2 Bunter Books.
ELL, 63 CANTRELL ROAD, PLUMBTEAD, LONDON, S.E.18,

mﬁgmﬂ: Rare collectors Item. "Union Jack® The first 39 copies bound No, 1
to 1880) Bound in green with Black and Gold Rettering. Falrly good condition.
Contains Kingsley and Henty tales.

4 = 4d Oreen Cem No, 4O (1907) 1 - 4d Hagnet No, 97 (1909) 1 = id Bay's Realn
Football Library Mo, 25 (1919),  Early 3rd issues 8.B.L. and few L 8,B.L's.  B.B.L.
Annual No, 2 Early 3d B.F.L, Early 4d B.F.La

WANTED = No. 136 2nd new series Nelson Lee, B.A.Es pleases

H, HOLMES, 13 Bt, LUKE'S STREET, BARROW IN FURNESS, Lancs.

4LE: Nelson Lees {0.B.) 17, 37, 62, 102, 111, 112, 115, 130 (DXN) 222, 346,
T8t N.8. 128 to 131, 185, 186, Second N.8, 1 %o 119, B.F.L, 79 Redfern Minor,
Gens 47 nurbers between 1557 and 1627,
OFFERS = B.A.E. 2l GRAINGERS LANE, CRADLEY HEATH, BTAFFS,

W : CHWS, bound volumes or consecutive monthly parts for 1921, 1923, 1925,
MATTHEWS, 22 RUSSELL STREET, ST. LEONARDS, SCUTH AUSTRALIL.

M. : Hagnets Nos, 829, 873, 976, 862, 68k, 888, B.0.Lts Nos, 60 and 68,
. R. WILSOK, 100 RROCHFIELD ROAD, GLABGOW, N.i.

: 1 have duplicate Yagnets and early Populars for exchange =
ar W . 4 13 CEDRIC ROAD, HR, CRUMPSALL, MANCHESTER, 8.
MEMORIAL EDITION OF "THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF FRANK RICHARDS® - 25/-, Packed with
interesting reading_and many fascinating pictures, with a long supplement on Charles
Hanilton's work by Eric Fayne, Obtalnsble fram any bookshop or direct from Collectors!
Digest office,  The Editor of C.D. will mall the autoblography to any address in the
world,

DON'T HIS8 = COLLECTORS! DIGEST NUMBER TWO HUNDRED = NEXT MONTH
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Let's Be Controversial

Nos 68, THE HEAVENLY TWINS

The Gem and the Magnet are linked together for all time. To
speak of one will be inevitsbly to bring to mind the other. They are
a3 synonymous as eggs and bacon, fish and chips, Laurel and Hardy,

They were truly "companion papers" - more so than any other two period-
icals in the history of light literatures

Their great affinity was that each told the full story of one of
the two greatest schools in the world of make-believe. Yet their
courses, a8 papers, were individual. They ran by no means on parallel
lines.

Each paper enjoyed its heyday at a different time. We have al=
ready passed the opinion that the Magnet was at its greatest in the
period roughly bounded by the years 1927 and 1933, for the simple
reason that the writer was then at his greatest. But the Gem, for the
largest part of that period, was in the hands of substitute writers,
and from mid-19%1 was presenting re-prints.

One of the great charms, for me, of Roger Jenkins' articles, is
the way he slips in an item - easily, thoughtfully, and with conviction -
that is pure commonsense to every student of Hamiltonias Last month,
for instance, he was writing of the Indian Summer of the Gem - that is,
the period roughly bounded by the years 1921 and 1924. He commented:
"But though the plots were good and the details well thought out, there
was undoubtedly something missing. The long stories of the blue Gem
afforded a more leisurely approach —"

And therc he gave us truth in o mutshell,

s
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My own view is that the golden age of the Cem came roughly in
the years 1911 - 1913, At that time Charles Hapilton was pouring his
greatest gifts into the Gem, just as, many years later, he was to pour
them into the Magnet. The genuine Gem stories werc then at their longest
in the history of the paper. I consider, in fact, that the author was
far more successful with these long Gem stories than he was in similar
very long stories which appeared in the Magnet in the later thirties.

I think the reason for this is obvious. Almost every long Gem story
held a plot which was complete in itself., In the long stories of the
Later Magnet, each long story was only part of a series, and this meant,
inevitably, padding to spread out the plot over a number of weeks.

In the blue Gem of 1911 = 1913 the school story was, without any
question, the star attraction - and it was presented as such., There
was no pretence of the supporting prograrme which was to shorten the
pain gtory in later years. Just the main feature - and the serial.

And even the serials in these years were probably the best in the Gem's
long history - "The School Under Canvas", "Birds of Prey", "Sir Billy
of Greyhouse."

There is ample evidence that Ste Jim's was more popular than
Greyfriars in these years - and Charles Hamilton knew it, and gave it of
his best. When the Perny Popular started in 1912, it gave its readera
not the early tales of Harry Wharton but those of Tom Merry. It was not
until 1915 that the early Greyfriars tales featured in the Ireadnought,
and by that time things had changed. Early in the life of the Penny
Popular the first two Greyfriars stories were serialised for a few
weeks = and then droppeds It was not until 1916 that Greyfriars
joined St Jim's regularly in the Penny Popular.

And while the Gem was enjoying its heyday, the Magnet also
presented plenty of excellent stories - and bolstered up its programme
with three pages of comic pictures which lowered its tonc.

Great stories were to come again in the Gem in later years, The
Indian Summer of the Gem, from roughly the years 1921 to 1924 brought
acores of unforgetiable tales, but, as Roger Jenkins so sagely observed,
they were marred by their shortness. Always the St. Jin's story was the
nain attraction, but by the tino of the Indian Sunmer, the supporting
programme was too heavy. I wonder what proportion of readers ever
bothered to read the items in that supperting programmes

1 think that, teking both papers as a respective whole, the Gem
was the more dignified paper. The two-column page helped to preserve
that dignity. The Magnet went over to three columns early inthe first
Groat War, and kept it +ill the end, The Gem reverted tr the two
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column page after the war and did not esbandon it in favour of three
columns until the middle thirties when St. Frank's became a guest in the
Geme

Two columns presented a neater, more dignified appearance than
three, Just what was the reason for three columns? Well, cbviously
more reading matter could be cramed into ome page, particularly where
dialogue was concerned. Such ejaculations as "Ha, ha, hal" and "Ohi"
and "What" occupied a whole line, and it made a saving of space if
that line was only part of a three-colmmn page. Maybe Greyfriars had
more of these short ejaculations than St. Jim's.

I thirk the blue cover of the early Gem was more dignified,
though not necessarily more attractive to boys, than the red of the
Magnet. And in 1923, the red white, and blue cover of the Gem, always
a joy, certainly had the edge of the yellow and black cover of the
Magnets Just why the Gem abandoned that red, white and blue jacket in
1938 in favour of a mustard shroud can only be explained by the fact
that the latter was cheaper, but even so it is exexplicable that a
brighter tint was not adopted, while the reduction of puge size is
equally unaccountables

Probably the least attractive time for both papers was the year
1918, when all frills were abandoned, the interior illustrations were
small, the print reduced in wize, the three-column page giving the
impression of everything being cramped. Plus, of course, the reduction
in size %o 16 pages, on poor quality peper. Many Gem readers find the
illustrations of Warwick Reynolds a redeeming quality for this sombre
period, but, in fact, both papers were so comparatively poor at this
time that it speais much for their popularity that they were able to
outlive this section of their history.

By 1920 the Gem was at an unattractive stage, when the school
story was sandwiched between two serial instalments for many months,
a period which passed gradually into the Indian Bummer with the paper
glowing again though never quite recapturing its old magics And as the
yoars passed, the substitute writers gradually became more evident until
by 1927 we found them supplying all the stories.

With the advent of the reprints in 1931 we found yet & new glow
over the Gem, which slowly dimmed as the old stories were too drastically
pruned, the two-column lay-out gave way to three columns, and, locking
shead to sadder days perhaps, the Gem even used its centre pages for a
serial story in pictures.

The Magnet never passed through the ups and downs experienced by
the Gem, but, due to the many years that its centre four pages were
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used for "Supplements" of varying types, it was more of a hotch-potch
of a papers Though its finest stories appeared at the close of the twen-
ties and the opening of the thirties, it wes not until its final few
years that it found a dignity which was entirely worthy of ite

It's just my point of view! What's yours?

* * K ¥ *

CONTROVERSIAL ECEOES

Nos 66+ THE VITAL SPARK

ROGER JENKINS: Your latest Controversial teuches on cne of the greatest mysteries of
Haniltoniena, and Indeed of all creative writing. I think that anyone who reads through
the Magnet stories from beginning to end must agree that the years 1527 = 34 roughly con=
stitute Charles Hamilton's greatest achievement, I think he agreed with this, though he
was scnetines reluctant to admit that there was a falling=off after 1934, But when I
exanined the Mognets in his study cupboard at #Rose Lawn® (which represented a few
deliberately held back when the remafnder were glven for salvage during the war) I dis-
eovered that they were all fron this very period. He himself must have known full well
that they represented the surmit of his achievement when he selected them for retention.
I fecl that this is a case of the author's decision being finall

The reason why this period should have been so splendid and vty there should have
been a falling off later, 1s a very difficult cne To ansWers 1 feel that the assistance
with the construction of the plots can be only half the answer. The only way to solve
this difficulty is, 1 think, to look at the work of other authors =nd to reslise that
when genius comes to full flower it cannot remain indefinitely in that stage. Ceorge
Bernard Shaw, for exazple, 1lived to 2 great age and went on writing almost all the time;
he used to say that his last plays were his best, but eritical opinlon prefers those of
nis middle period, The most popular Dickens' novels are those of the middle pericd.
And Shakespeare (who 111fted! the plots of all but one of his plays frem other authors)
wrote all the famous plays in his middle period, 1% seens that, in middle life, a writer's
genlus still retains its youthful zest and 1s at the same time combined with maturity and
experience, At all events the Magneis of the Golden Age Bave a guality which none possessed
before or after, The 1929 Christmas holiday at Wharton Lodge has an atmosphere that
sparkles like the bubbles on charpagneé. 4s I was only four at that time, I Think I can
truthfully say that my judgement is not clouded by my youthful nostalgic memories)

TROVELL: Endorsing the cholce of the years 1927 to 1934, as the period our beloved

es Hanllton was producing work of such variety and distihction in the Magnet. 1
would particularly stress 1927 to 1930 for the cutstending series that appeared during
that period. The Game Kid, South Beas, High Oaks, Hollywood, Brander Rebellion and the
inspired China episodes, surely rererbered with affection and nostalgia. One wondersin
#hat crder of preference readers would rate these and other series written during those
hal.yon years, when the Vital Spark burned at its brightest and best,

k. Mighty daring 1 venture to cross swords with such students of Frank
chards as our Editor and Mr, Jenkins, Frank Richards did mot agree with the idea that
1927 = 34 was a golden age. I once met a professional writer of boys books who was too
young tc have remembered the 'peak! pericd, and he remarked that he found the older
stories unreadable, When I first became interested in the Magnet in adult life I came
across two coples with the saluon cover end, there were the Chapman drawings with plenty
of Bunter, snow and Whart WE5, 833, Phe., Lafla. A8, 08, JOFS.a. AL, 1. KRGW, NAEDIRE
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about Richards or that I was reading a bit of the lengthy Lambe series. 1T was the
mixture as before and Bob Cherry was as nolsy as ever, In the nineteen thirties Richards
was in his fifties and it could be sald that this Is the prime of life, but this 1s not
to say that genlus flowers best at this time, I think that he eould write a rattling
good story at any time during his 1life but, not every week In all the years and [ am

sure that a collection of Cem and Hagnet stories published in an omnibus volume would
contain something from every decade of that half century in which Frank Richards laboured
without ceasing.

RODERT KELLY: 1 regard the years 1927 to 1930 s being the greatest in the Magnet!s
Tong history, Not only was Charles Hamilton at the helght of his powers at this time,
he seemed to be taking a pleasure in developing the Greyfriars scene once more after the
years of domination of substitute stories. In the 1930s Hamilton reached even greater
heights with dramatic serles 1ike the Lancaster, Vernon Spith captain and Second Wharton
Rebel series - but for consistently good entertainment the period 1927 to 1930 Was never
equalled sgaln.

In your article you point out that in the later years of the Magnet genulne serlals
gave way to eplscdic series, But this change was making itself felt even in the early
$930s. 1 have just finished reading the Smedley series (1934) which suffers from being
too long and has too many repetitive episodes showing the new master trying to disgrace
Smithy, This episodic development masks an interesting deterforation in the master?s
character - at first he is merely content to trap a wrongdoer, then as time goes on he
resorts to half truths, and finally to inerinination by criminal methods,

One point you ignore In your condermation of long series is that in 1937 Charles
Hamilton reverted to much shorter series for a time, This period of the Magnet is un-
faniliar to me so 1 don®t know if the experiment wad successful, but Roger Jenking rates
three of the series - Mr, Waelch's gold chain, Mr, Vernon Smith in peril and the Wibley=-
Popper serles - quite highly.

GER: 1 agree that the Carter serles is a collection cf complete stories, but I
do not sgree that a reader could be content with just one of then, One of the great
yearnings of my 1ife was to obtain the whole serles when in 1942 1 obtained three of them.
I specially reccrmend "The Bcheier of the Remove® which I regard as the funndest story
1 have ever read.

ERIC_FRYNE adds: I did not condern long series as such. 1 enjoyed plenty of the long
Serles - the Hollywood series, for Instance - and was sorry when they ended,

eriticisn was of long series In which the basic plot was not furthered. Also a very long
geries entailed the risk that, should a reader not llke the theme, 1t overstayed its
weloonme very seriously.

REVIEW
"BI] BUNTER'S T o JCGDK RiGhAPDS ..., FOUE Bquare 2/6d.

This 1s the rirst of the Bunter storles to be reprinted as a paper-back, and if it
gells well it seems reasonable to think that other reprints of the series will follow.

This is one of the longer of the post-war stories, Hr. Bunter who has now become
a director of a shipping company, arranges for his son to take a party on a day trip to
Boulogne. Vernon=Bnith loses his money on the ganing tables in the French resort, and 1s
terpted to steal from Coker. It 1s a well-worn theme, which was rmuch more convincingly
handled in the red Magnet where Hazeldene was the tempted gambler, A4 false note 1s struck
with the wealthy, hard-] { al in ord 1e on 8 day
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trip. However, it reads pleasantly, and it should get by more easily than when It Was
written eleven years ago, before day trips had been resuned and while strict surrency reg-
ulaticns were still with us, When it originzlly appeared, It rather failed to ring the
bell as the author was not quite "au fait" with conditions which existed outside Rose
Lawn at that time.

015 WHOL  WHAT'S WHAT NTHINGS ARE NOT [LWAYS WHAT THEY APPEJR"
By Stan Knight

The Rev, Marcus Denhan, D.D,, the Master of Rookwood School, shook his venerable
head as he read the letter he held in his thin white hands. etc., etc,

nFounded in Elizabethan times and bullt handsomely amid & cluster of trees near
the Harpshire village of the same nane, Rockwood steadily increased In reputation until
it ranked among the first six schools of the cOUNEIY wevsss”

Then follows book length story of 176 pages. Finally Chapter XXXII "Footnote by
the Author®,

1 have atterpted to shew you that there are ordeals and triurphs behind the scenes
in school 11fe, as well as in the class-room and on the playing field. 1 hope to have
shown you how closely bound are the interests of the masters with the welfare of the boys,
pad, on the other hand, how trerendously irportant 1s the spirit of the boys themselves,

The story of Rookwood Is based on fact. That lmposing place in beautiful
surroundings, was threatened with extinetion through sheer inanition; then It was
threatened by the builders

It survived both perils and teday 1t is among the first ten schools in the country,
ete, ete,”

Juthorll C.H.,7 No = J.H. lee, Jack Heming, Title = "Playlng for the School.®

Published by Purnell & Scns Ltd,, 1961, Purchased at mBoots" Book Bargain Bale,
price 2/6 reduced to 1/- (some bargain).

Paper cuter cover indicates a story of "Brookviood Schocl® (enocugh to attract a
Hamiltcnian Interest) but this turns out to be a printers errar as the actual story 1s
about Rookwood without the B, (Intriguing = whatll)

%: Good 1lcose copies or bound volunes containing any of the following Magnets =

L 52, 131 to 149 inclusive, 195, 205, 237, 238, 239, 277, 318, A9, 353, 400, W17, L22,
921, 92k, 925, 938, 9UO0, 92, S, 9B, L9, 951, 965, 967, 986, 956, Most lssues between
821 ond 890, 900, CEYB - many issues between L0O and 500, Many 1ssues between 800 and
§79, Also numbers 935, 953, 954, 95, 975, 980, 985, 989, 990, 992, 935, 990, 1129, 1150,
98lj, POPULIRS = 183, 190, 370, 305, 396, 452, 455, U6, L7k, Advertiser hos complete
sets of Gen, Magnet and Popular but needs many good replacement coples before having

final binding work done,

ERIC FATNE, EXCELSIOR HOUSE, CROVE ROAD, SURBITON, BURREY.

DGN'T MISS: Collectors! Digest Rumber Two Hundred, Creat Surmer

Double Number, A milestone in our history.
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Nelson Lee Col

umn
40 A5G

BREE

Conducted by JACK WOOD

45 IT 4 CASE OF FORMAT?
£X_Porson!

Bob Blythe's ppen letter certalnly opened this cld codger!s eyes. How nice to know
that the Nelson Lee 1s more popular than generally realised; and whal pleasant rusic to
all those adnirable Lee fans who have kept the banner of the 1ittle book flying through
the long years, Nonchalantly I say, why shouldn't this be so? To this writer, at least,
the Magnet, Gen and Nelson Lee have always been as inseparcble as The Terrible Three.

Many old boys with whom 1 have discussed the paper=back reading of the Golden Years,
and who, Incidentally, have not read them since, have almost invariably quoted the Magnet,
Ger: and Nelsen Lee,: They have named others, of course, The Boys Friend, Union Jack,
Marvel, etc,, but the three true school papers have almost always come first and listed
together, Companicn papers in essence it not in fasts

Along with the Magnet and Gen I was still reading the Nelson Lee when It came TO
its end end in 1933, prectically ry first bresk since Oreen Triangle days. Then as now,
1 wondered if the N,L!S format was its omn executioner, How did this first compare with
those of 1ts "eorpanion® paperst Mot very favourably with pe I'm very sorry to say; for
what schoolboy didn't 1lke a whopper in the literal sense?

I have always belleved that had the Felson Leets format been similar to the Magnet
and Gen it would have been just os populor and widely read as elither, in that day and in
this, 1 belleve also that it would have gone on living, at least until the death of all
such papers In 1940,

8lze ond format were of great irportance In boyhood days, and rust have Influenced
post of us In forning our taste for schoolboy literature, This still holds good with
this writer, When laid side by side with the Magnet and Gem, the dear old Nelson Lee
doesntt quite have their pagical appeals Word for word, story for stary, 1t 1s equal to
elther.

Bome may Say, "If a whopper of a Lee then why not one like the Boys Frien@@" To me
this 18 an impossible picture, I always thought the B,F, too unwieldy. Reading it under
& desk top during lessons was 1lke trylng to read a folding mp in a high wind, Apart
tren this, drawer space in a large family was strictly 1imited and never wide enough to
acoormodate such a whopper without folding and this tock away some of the charme I could
never visualise a Lee the size of the Boys Friend,

The Nelson Lee had one good advantage in those days, it could be easily slipped
into an exercise book when there was the danger of being caught cut, Alas, it could alsc
become frayed and dog-eared with being carried in the pocket, a thing one would never
drean of doing with the Magnet end Gem.

1 an a Greyfriars nan first and foremost and am sticking cut ry neck when 1 state
that, in my humble opinion, E.B.B. was In some respect a superior writer to my favourite,
gharles Hamilton, Of course, one rust tske Into conslderation that, in view of C.H'S
prodigious output, he would certainly not have had much tine for finesse. This, however,
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does not alter the fact that many St, Frank's stories reached the heights, particularly
in atoosphere and descriptive narrative, and were surely not the cause of the N.Lis de=
ecease, Nor was it, I think, due to a change in taste, mexry of the early thirties
tells me that school storles still held top priority at that tine, Fortunately or
otherwise, according to your point of view, boys had not then come-under the influense of
the Bug-Eyes Monster of Plant X.

Mr, E.N, Wyatt of Hornchurch, Tssex, states that he turned from the Lee to the
Magnet when the Lee's formet was changed round sbout 1926, Mre Wyatt!s change of love
f1lustrates the tremendous Influence that format can exert even on a confirmed readers
1 rust add that (presumably} Mr. Wyatt changed his affection because of the insreased
size of the N,L, and also that, in his opinicn, the 8t, Frank's storles deterlorated fron
1926 on, 1 have great respeot for Mr, Wyatt!s dpinion but still think the larger Lee more
attractive than the small one of earlier years, I have acquired several of the latter
recently and rind them rather pathetic=looking in comparison with the other weeklies. Thelr

contents, howevery are excellent,

Taking a leaf cut of Bob Blythe's book, I have done a little survey of Who's Who to
find cut of §3 readers and collectors of the Blake saga, 39 State their preference for
the Union Jack, 12 the 8,B.L., 5 the modern Blake and 27 for all, Bame characters, same
anthors, different format} There can be reasons other than fommat, 1 know, but 1s 1t, [
wonder, just a colncldence that the majority who state their particular llkes prefer the
Unton Jack whose format 1s similar to that of the Magnet and Cerf

I always thought that the Bt, Frank's stories seened o have an added charm when
published In the Monster Library, even though they wers re=hashes of previous stories,
Consequently, 1 find it very easy and satistying to visuallse a Lee the size and shape of
the Magnet and Gem,

How attractive this would have been, and what a perfect triol

L20E TR 2NN I P

AN _APPRECIATION
By Victor Colby

I read Ross Story's "Magic of Brocks" in the Collectors' Digest
Annual for 1962 with a good deal of head nodding and exclamations of
approval.

This article expressed my sentiments so exactly in a way so rmch
better than I could hope to do, that I felt the least I could do would
be to thank Ross Story through the "Nelson Lee Column" and say how
thoroughly I enjoyed the article. ;)

How wonderful it was to see Brooks getting reel unstinted praise
from an admiring reader who is in turn a noted authors I loved those
phrases, such as "Compared with Brooks, all the other writers seened
dull;" "there was punch and gusto in his writing;" "his stories had
everything." It did my heart goods

My own favourite, Edward Oswald Handforth, was warmly praised and
other characters dealt with in a really perceptive manners

Edwy Searles Brooks created a very real world with his St. Frank's
School and the characters he fitted into ite It was 2 world in which I
as a boy, loved to dwell, and as a man, love to revisit, T feel that
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ny life has been enriched because of hiding there and absorbing the
atmosphere of mystery, adventure, hunour and right good fellowship that
is always present.
Thank you E.S. Brookes for your creations and thark you Ross
Story for so ably giving him his due, and in the process, giving me so
mch pleasure with your fine articles
* % X % ¥ * * ¥ *

Lovs Fone

interesting Items from
the Fditor's Letter-Bag

WINTON (Louth): May 1 say that I look formard to every month end and the coming of
gest. 1t is always a joy. 1 must confess that, in corron with a lot more readers,
I an very fond of Danny and Mr, Buddle,

Fi (Boston): I wish you knew the joy Collectors' Digest has brought to the
‘evening of my 1ife, How 1 wish I had known about it fifteen years ago, 1 do so lock
forward to its arrival early each month. Thank you for the enjoyable article on the
Honster Library, 1s it pessible to have articles cn Boy's Magazines (Faleen Swift), Foot-
ball Favourite (Percy and Steve), Modern Boy, Young Britain, Rover (Telegraph Tin)? What
gbout the gifts - sepia plates of football teams with Boy's Magazine, ealoured plates of
railmay engines with the Popular, warships with the Magnet, etc?

msrmﬂ (Worthing): Over the past few months the Digest seems to have become even
Tore Interesting - perhaps because the Lee Column seens to have taken on a new lease of
1ife. Certalnly we Lee=Ites cannot grumble at the amount of space given over to our
favourite paper in the June issue,

J oAy WARK (Dunoon): 8o Sexton Blake has come to the end of the road, Desplite its sad=-
ness, it 1s marvellous that the publication had such a long run, My first sample of
Blake was from the Union Jack, and, at first, I found 1t much heavier reading than the
Hamilton yarns., 1 have sald before, and 1 make no apologles for repeating myself, that
the old maestro? had them all licked at the art of story telling,

E’IB{NM (Canbridge): [t Is Interesting to look back and see how often the editors
e various papers tended to nislead their readers, Very rarely did they honestly

say they were going to reprint a story. None of the preliminary edvertisements for the
Popular suggested the stories were to be reprints, Pluck often reprinted earlier stories
"Guy of the Creenwood®, "The Red Scarsb® abd others., But one of the most interesting
examples 1 have just found 1s a serial which appeared in the 1913 "Cheer Boys Cheer®, The
Editor made a great fuss about a new serial he was publishing by Robert Louls Btevenson,
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called "The Forest Outlaws,® In the number preceding the new serlal there was an article
about R.L.S. a whole page advertisement, and the Editor claims 'T will only say that it
has been one of ry proudest achievements to secure such a megnificent story by a writer
of the first magnitude,! It is something of a shock therefore to find that this serial
1s en abridged version of *The Black Amrowt first written fn 1888, 1 waonder how nany
readers of the journal recognised the tale, and what their reactions were?

BARD (Kenya): 1 think you are on the way to creating a "real® school in
ts inhabitants In the same way as J.B. Priestly created the Conway fanily in
"Timand the Conways.® Why not a serious and dranatic Slade story featuring the senlor
boys Pinky=Hi and Antrobus?
and introducing a cricket
match as a thrilling elimax

THE RECORD MAKERS %&‘;*g;;,ﬂf;‘:i“
OLBOY STORIES

(The Blade story "The Boy

in the Corner® which appears
in our next 1ssue features
Pinky-Hi and is In rather
more serious veln than
usual, As will be appre=
clated, any serfous story

18 heavily handicapped by
the extremely linmited
anount of space avalilable for
it, = ED.)

(Keighley): In
moments’ of worry or
frustration, which we all
experience in these hustly,
bustly days, 1 turn to the
Digest, Frank Richards, and
the various bocks In my
sall collection, and lose
myself in "our speclal
world®, This s not point=
less escapism, 1 find it
the best and quickest form
of relaxation I have yet

discovered,
P ER (Northarpton):
Tt 1s not true to say that

the Sexton Blake Library 1s
the last of the Old Boys'
Books, We still have the
Wizard born in 1923, IT 1t
1asts another year It will
reach No, 2000, 1 think

this has happened only twice
before in the history of
boys! papers, ’

The above appeared recently in a Californian newspapers 1t ""““{contid page 32s
reached us through the courtesy of W.H. Bradshaw and Len Packman,



Page 24

ON THE BALL
By J. Re Murtegh - New Zealand

In the November 1960 issue of CeDs, Mr. W.0.G. Lofts wrote an
article about Charles Hamilton's football songs Further mention was
made of this song by Mr. Lofts on page 22 of the Australian Golden
Hours Magazine of March, 1962, and it was mentioned here that the song
was very popular and was surg in New Zeakand with much gustec even a
few years ogos

I decided to try and get the words and music here and found to my
surprise that the New Zeoland "On the Ball" song is entirely different
and the music and words were written by E. We SECKER.

The details and words are published in the 1870 - 1945 History
of the New Zealand Rugby Union by AeCe Swana

However, even though it is not written by our dear old friend,

I feel it is just the sort of thing he would have written and the sort
of song Bob Cherry, Harry Wharton, Nipper and Co., and all the others
would sing very heartily so here are the verses. I'm sure you will all
get as great a kick out of them as I dide I am still trying to obtain
the music. I and I'm sure many others would like to read the words

of the other two verses of Franl Richards version that were not
published in Mr. Lofts' original article - how about it i.0.G.L?

Now here's the New Zealand version of "On the Ball"

Oh, some talk of Cricket and some of Lacrosse,
Some long for the Huntsman's loud call;

But where can be found such a musical sound
As the old Rugby cry, "On the ball,"

On the ball, on the ball,

Through scrummage, three-quarters and all,
Sticking together, we keep on the leather,
And shout as we go, "On the ball,"

On a cold wintry day, when the ball is away,
Let dluggards at home then remain,

We'll kick and we'll follow, run, pass and collar,
As we shout the same merry refrain.

(Chorus),




This life's but a scrummage we camnot get through,
But with many a kick and a blow,

And then to the end, though we dodge and we fend,
5till, that sure "collar" death takes us low.

(Chorua)

But although brought down, there remains still a chance,
To pass if we play the right game;

And the poor weary soul may at last win that goal,
Which is every true footballer's aim.

(Chorus)

Remember then boys, as we journey through life,
There's a goal to be reached by-and-by,

And he who runs true - why he's bound to get through,
And perhaps kick a goal from his try.

(Chcruﬂ)
Words and Music by E. W. Secker. (Published by Charles Bogg & C0.)

* % *

The composer was one of the first Rugby players in Manawatu, and was
captain of Palmerston North Club in the middle eightiese He dedicated
his work to A.D. Thomson, the latter one of the leading players of his
day in Wangarnui, Feilding and Wellington; and a respected Rugby
opponent of Mr. Secker. All towns mentioned here are, of course, New
Zealand towns.

LR R
"THE HARD COVER SCHOOL STORY CLASSICS
W J. A, Hubbard

Ne, 10, "Playing Fiel Eric P,

Not so long ago in C.D. a contributor and a correspondent expressed their opinions
as to the "best school story ever,® 1 anm afraid that 1 would never dore to be 50 venture=
some on such a subject for very obvious reasens. [ will go so far as to say, however, thal
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1 would put "Playing Fields' in a 1ist of the best six school stories ever written.

wPlaying Flelds® Is a story of Etona Originally published in 1922, 1t has been
reprinted a number of times since, Its author was for meny years Editor of "The Field"
with a nurber of highly successful bocks on the countryside and fishing to his credit, as
well as at least two novels of which "Playing Fields" is one,

The Eton which figures in *Playing Fields? howevery 13 not the Eton of 1922, but
the Eton of the middle and late 805 of the last century, In view of the fact that Mr,
Parker was an old Etonian and the writer of a serious study of 1life at the school at
that period, there can be 1ittle doubt that "Playing Flelds" is largely autoblographical
and the hero = Martin Wardon = really Mr, Parker himself,

1 think we eve a1l agreed that the most successful stories of school 1life are both
dramatic and gripping withconsiderable emphasis on character work., "Playing Flelds" not
only possesses these attributes but has many touches of comedy and contains both sentiment
and more than a touch of pathos, for Martin's father dies during the course of the yarn.
1t is, of course, "adult® and full of reallsn although not to the same extent as certain
other stories previously reviewed in this series, Its supporting sequences are suthentic
but it 1s pleasing to note there Is none of the almost fanatical denunclation of the cult
of athletics that 18 a feature of some storles of school 1ife, And throughout the bock
there is a certain undefinable charm that adds greatly to Lts attraction. One feels that
Mr, Parker enjoyed the time he spent at Eton, Why this truly wonderful story of schocl
1ife has been so badly neglected by readers is really a puzzle for spert from myself 1
Know of only two pecple who possess caples, both of thern members of the London 0.B.B.C.

1t 1s Interesting to compare "Playing Flelds® with ®The Oppidan®, Both are
stories of roughly the same perfod of time at Eton although "The Oppidan® really belongs
to the next decade, "The Oppldan®, however, shows that it 1s written by a famous hist=
arian who hasdected to give details about the school and its educational development in
the form of & story of school life. "Playing Fields" on the other hand, while featuring
real people, both under thelr real names and pseddonyms, and real places and events, con=
centrates more on its schoolboy charasters and 1s far more personal in tone, while it is
also free fron the unhappiness and air of impending tragedy that hangs over Bir Shane
Leslie's books

Although "Playing Flelds" is a story of school 1ife in the 80s it Is not datcd end
apart fron certalin references of time and place could well be a study of Eton at the
present tipe, It 1s a story of a King's scholar {a scholarship boy), a boy of consider-
able Intellectual power but who 1s, Incidentslly, a more than average sportsman,

The story does not start at Eton, however, for we are tirst treated to two Inter—
ludes with the hero as a small boy at his home in the country where we neet His parents -
a couple with a very modern outlook towards children by the way = and his sister, We
then follow hip to a "prep" school, from which he wins a scholarship at Eton. These two
{nterludes f111 nearly a quarter of she bock and they present the author with every
oppertunity to display his brilliant descriptive powers of the English countryside and
nis love of pature which are, In fact, an outstanding feature of "playing Fields,"

Then follows the hero's career at Eton from the insignificance of a Lower Boy to
the pre-eminence of the Sixth Form, There i3 not a great deal of plot in the story
which malnly consists of episcdes which mark each stege in Martin Warden's career and
the gradual development of his character, Each eplsode, however, is vividly described
and our attention is held from the beginning to the end of the book, There is hardly
& detail of Eton 1ife that does not come under the muthor's scrutiny = we are treated to
sope fine classroom scenes, unususl in that they are mainly conveyed to us through the
medium of conversation between the schoolboy characters, we underge, with Martin and his
friends the pleasure of Intellectual attalnzents and prizes, we overhear, with then,
schoolboy politics and scandal - who has been given colours at Cricket, Football and
Rowing, and who has been turned out of the various XI1g, etc., etc., = and we venture
on the river md visit places near to both Eton and Windsor dear to the heart of any old
ELcnian
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There are scenes on the school ericket ground, at Lords, at Henley and at both
Oxford and Cambridge, We read of Hartin's love of tishing which he endeavours to hide
as far as possible from his friends and we visit the famous shops near the school, which
have catered for sc many generation of Etonlans, many of which are spill going strong
today. It is impossible, In the space at my disposal, to do justice to the many fine
seenes and characters, each with a distinct separate personality, featured in the book.

Curiously enough, especlally in view of its proninence in other staries, cricket
takes rather a back Seat as far as the hero 1s concerned but one feels this is due Lo
accident rather than design for the author's love of the game 1s evident, Instead we
have prominence given to Eton football = both the Wall and Field Games = at which Martin
galns his College Colours, Rowing and Shooting for such Pyblic School Trophles as the
Ashburton Shield and the Spencer Cup. We also experience thepleasure, or otherwise, of
a nunber of Fleld Days with the Eton College Cadets,

The author does not hesitate to present the dark side of school 1ife and Martin has
to struggle before he can throw off the influence of the "Bad Hat" of the yarn, We also
ghare his dismay when a merked athletlc type who he and other boys greatly admire Is
expelled froo the school.

Mr, Parker seems to have been perfectly aware of the inherent diffteulties
surrounding the writing of the schocl story. 1 would therefore like to close this re=
yiew of a remarkable book by including a passage towards the end which probably explains
far better than 1 can do the real reason for its wonderful charn and hold over the
readar, 1t consists of a conversation between some of the boys, Here 1t ist

"Yes, well, I mean, its really true what Massinger was saying. That you
don't get plots in school 1ife, You don't get extra=ordinary things
happening, You just get people going on day after day, And sometimes
they do things and scmetines they don't, And there are hundreds of pecple
who don't do things end two or three who do. € re: t
sbout whe pecple who dontt.”

LD BOYS CLUB

a1 tey 28 : HIDLAND |

Instead of the extra fime meeting we had expected for the A«G.M, there were only
seven present, Some were away on hollday or on account of 1llness or business comit=
ments. We got over the main business of electing the officers for the coming year very
quickly, at least as far as the settling on Treasurer and Secretary., The result was the
game as If the full crowd had been there, The writer and Norman Gregory back in office
as expected, The Vice Chairmanship as per club rule passed on to Jack Bellfield as
retiring Chairman, Jack Corbett and Madge declined the job owing to business reasons so
it lay between Norman and Tom Porter, Three votes each and Ray Bennett arrived Just in
time to give the decision In favour of Norcan. Though the two proposed merbers held the
poaition of Treasurer and Librarian respectively it was thought that Tom had made such a
good job of the Library that he needed full time to maintain the good progress,
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Norman presented his balance sheet for the year which showed a slight decrease In
profit, Again it was emphasised that the need was for more members and more subscriptions.
Tom also declared a small profit in his library accounts added to the fact that over one
‘hundred Magnets had been purchased for the Library, There was only an irprovised progr-
amme tonight, No Quiz or games, but the "Guess the Number® item was won by the Secretary -
A "Hodern Boy" Mo, 203 = oy guess was very near = 201, I also won a Ceo, Rochester
B.F.L. In the Library raffle plus some more ® Modern Boys',

The Collectors Iten exhiblited by the Librarian was B,F.L, No, 276 *Through Thick
and Thin® by Martin Clifford. Keeping up his practice of producing an old boys' book
bearing the day and month of the Meeting, Tom passed round a mint copy of the Nelscn Lee
Litrary No, 312 old series, dated May 28th, 1921, This was the cricket yarn of 8t.

Frank!s "iustralian Wonder? = Jerry Dedd,
The evening finished with a reading by Jack Bellfield from a Hollday Annual,

HARRY BROSTER = Becretary,
NORTHERY

We assembled at 239 Hyde Park Road for our June meeting on a gloricus surmer evening,
although the attendance was below average, due to holldays aend sporting commitments,

The Becretary and Treasurer-Librarian having disposed of the formal business, Gerry
Allison read us an extrenely Interesting batch of correspondence received this ronth,
including letters from John Jarman (now well cn the way to recovery after his recent 111=
ness) and David Lancake, two members who are seldom able to attend our meetings but who
hope to be at Manchester on July 7th, There was also a letter from our Canadian member,
Ian Henzles,

Geoffrey then read an extract from the Sunday Cltizen stating thal the Sexton Blake
Library is to cease publication with the June issues, which means that the only old-timer
to survive two world wars will be lost to us, The article estimated that more than 200
nillion words had been written about Blake, There was a discussion on this subject, and
pesbers recalled the many fine writers who had penned the Blake stories over the years,

Jack Wood produced a copy of 'Billy Bunter's Beanfeast' published by Four Square
Books in paper-back forn, which excited ruch Interest. We all hope this new venture
will meet with public sSupports

Next we had a quiz by Cerry Allison on Hamiltonian subjects and characters, which
was won by Jack Wood, after which we adjourned for refreshments.

The second half of the meeting was devoted to the game of cricket, this month's
reading, given by Geoffrey, belng an extract from the Teddy Lester story, 'Three School
Chums,! by John Finnemore, which criginally appeared as & serizl in the Boys Realm, The
meeting closed a little earlier than usual at 9,10 pm.

Next meeting, Saturday, 13th July, Fa HANCOCK Hon, Bee.

AUSTRALIA

Despite the wintry weather outside the atmosphere was warn and cheerful at the
usual rendezvous when the regular perbers of the Golden Hours Club met at 6415 pafle oD
Thursday, June 13ths

1t was with pleasure that an enthusiastic welcone was extended to three visitors
when 1t 15 hoped will becone regular members. Hanilton enthusiasts in the circle were
heppy indeed to rind that Jchn Oardiner of Pennant Hills and Don Harkness of Bondi shared
their deep interest in the Magnet, with our third visitor Mr. S2unders, a supporter of
Chuns and_the B.O.P,

Copies of the C,D,, C.Ds Annual, 8,P.C,, Oolden Hours, and the club catalogues were
then passed around amongst the visitors whilst members explained the detalls of these
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helprul and priceless publications which form such a strong link in hobby circles.

A letter fron Ton Dobson was read by the secretary who announced that in July Tom
plans to spend part of his leave In Bydney and will be travelling up from Victoria mid=
month to share an hour or two, discussing hobby affairs, with his friends, As we have
very happy memories of Tom's last visit with us this one is happily anticipated.

Blake enthusiasts were well catered for by Jim Cock who had sent Stop Press news of
the publieity accorded the retirement of Sexton Blake by the London dallles. Sad news in-
deed but at least some consolation to know Blake has not died entirely unsung. r
interesting data on Blake came in a letter from West Australian collector Gordon Swan who
started quite a 1lively discussion concerning 1ittle known author Lester Bidston whose work
appeared to owe a great deal to earlier writer David Goodwin,

From closer at home came an alweys welcome letter fron Arthur Holland whose views and
discussions bring him most actively intc the meeting despite the distance between,

Another long distant guest was Bill Gander our very good friend from Canada whose
friendly letters and valued 8.P.C. have done so mich for hobby merbers everywhere.

As usual the rest of the evening was spent In general discussion and with three
visitors anxious to learn further detalls of the bock club fellowship 1t was a full and
informative hour with something of interest for all menbers,

Following our usual practice the evening was continued and concluded nost enjoyably
at 9 ofclock with a half hour in the local coffee shop.

B, PATE = Secretary
LONDON

ee
ﬁﬁe Bgain iE‘ was a pienwra to visit Excelsior House, Burbiton, with the garden

looking at its "rosiest”, and with Eric Fayne as our host. & record attendance of 4O
turned up to greet our President and Mrs, Harrison, Charles Hamilton's sister. In the
absence of Uncle Benjamin, on holiday, Don Webster acted as secretary-treasurers

Bob Blythe cpened the meeting, and after the routine business had been concluded,
Roger Jenkins entertained us by reading an amusing extract from Magnet No, 1078 ®The Japer
of Greyfriars®, A short discussion then tock placc as to the possibility of holding an
annual dinner, and arrangements were left in the hands of John Wernham, Brian Doyle, and
Don Webster, We then proceeded to emulate the Bunter fanily by making inroads into piles
of sandwiches and cekes of all kinds.

After tea we adjourned to the Fun and Games Room where two teams battled for the
honour of scoring most points in three competitions, (Needless to say, Roger's team won
as usual,) .

Thus ended our "Ascot" meeting for this year and all present agreed that it was one
of our happiest and most successful. i

Next month we visit ¥Creyfriars® = but 1t's been moved to Berkshire, where Eric and
Betty Lawrence are our hosts, Let's give them a good attendance and a meeting to remenbers

DON WEBSTER
HERSEYSIDE
He e H

n absence of our chairman, who was on holiday in North Wales it was my duty %o
anncunce the Sad news that Frank Case had had to resign active membership. 1 say active
membership because, although he may no longer be sble to attend our meetings regularly we
st111 regard him as one of us, and just as mch a pember in spirit as ever he was before,
On the behalt of every member of the club, 1 wish hin the very best of Iuck In his new
job in Nottingham, Scme of us will, of course, be seeing him at the Manchester meeting.

Holldays and the abnormal English weather (the sun was shining) curtalled the attend=
ance, but we had an enjoyable evening. Although Frank Case was not present, he played his
part by sending a quiz based on books and their authors which was won by Oeorge Rileys
The evening concluded with a discussion in which no holds were barred and punches were
dellvered straight from the shoulders At the end of it I, as {cont'd on page 32..)
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CURTAIN
1t has been but rarely
that a pericdical has died
T with dignity, with a snile,
with a look back, end without
excuses, The Sexton Blake
Library has done just that.
The dignity of its final
curtain has been worthy of it, and that has been painly due to the fact that to Hr.
Howard Baker the editing of the 8,B.L. was more than a mere job. Like his readers, he
really loved the Library.

Hr, Baker has made the finzl issue of the 8.B.L. (issued in mid-June) one that
readers will ever cherishs

It was pleasant, 1f touching, to read the comments of folk who have been connected
with the 8.B.L. for many years, Perhaps the nost striking of all, taut, penetrating,
and characteristically satirical - cape fromJack Trevor tory. He wrote:

"The Sexton Blake Library, in comon with other dead publications, lacks everything
it takes to appeal to the mass audience now energing from the new eleven~plus machine;
it lacks dullness, it lacks puerility, it lacks sterility, it lacks plctures that could
sbviate reading altogether, it lacks all the things that are vital to an unimaginative,
non-reading, non-thinking, nen-living, telly=watching public, It is therefore not an
economic proposition and I1tn surprised 1t has lasted this long."

Jack Trever Story's words will find an echo in all our breasts, Nevertheless, he
does not really give the true picture, He blames the public for lack of support = and,
tor once, the apathy of the public Is not the calse,

The blane, as we have been saying for a long time In the Digest, rests squarely on
the distribution systen and the lack of advertisement, The public cannot be blamed for
falling to support a periodical when only the loyal and true knew that 1t still existeds
8o far as we know, the 5,8,L. was not even advertised In other Fleetway Publications.

1t can hardly be denied that there is a glent reading public for detective stories,
1t is insatiable, The whole mass of crime stories which Agatha Christie has been
writing over the past forty years are reprinted and reprinted and reprinted again,

There has been no modernising of Agatha's stories = yet the public laps them up all the
time. It would have lapped up the excellent Sexton Blake tales In the same way = I 1t
had had the chances

Inevitably, there will be an Inquest, lasting for years, cn the passing of Sexton
Blake, [t can be adnitted without prejudice that many Collectors! Digest readers, who
paturally are of the older brigade, did not favour what has been termed the new lock
Sexton Blake, It can also be adnitted that some have been biased and a little unfair,
It is feasible to assume that our older readers are falrly representative of the views
of older 8,.B,L. readers throughout the country,

My personal opinion, which may not be worth anything, 1s that the new lock was
carried a 1ittle too far and adhered Lo a 1little t00 stubbornly, Cenerally speaking, I
did not think that Tinker was particularly well=handled In recent times, and 1 think the
feminine regular characters were rather over=played,

Nevertheless, the Sexton Blake Library has offered excellent detective and adventure
stories in recent years, and 1 an convinced that the general public would have delighted
in them, had 1t known about thems

So the Sexton Blake Librery, born in 1915, has died in 1963, But Sexton Blake and
Tinker are not dead. The curtain has fallen = but curtains often rise agaln, Haybe,
it Blake lovers meke their volces heard, we shall yet see more storles of the great
British detective,

Collectors! Digest has securcd a few extra copies of the last two issues, If any
reader has found 1t iopossible to acquire copies, they are available from this office at
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cost price plus postage.

On the inside covers of these last issues, there is an advertisement for the new
publications, Fleetway Colourbacks, [In the forefront is CRIME U.S.A. And a little
bit of old England has gone ——

THE ISSUES OF THE S )i LIBRARY
Reviened by Margaret Cocke

I review the final issues of the Sexton Blake Library with a sense of deep perscnal
loss, Month after month for forty-two years each new chapter of this great saga has
thrilled, mystified, entertained, Informed or excited me, In the process of growing up
from child to adult I have journeyed with Blake to all quarters of the globe in his
fight against crime and eriminals, played hide and seek with spies and counter sples,
and faced danger, even death, in his company. In recent years [ have enjoyed the company
of the nicest group of friends and helpers anyone could wish to meet, in the staff of
Bexton Blake Investigations Lid, 8o vividly have his authors written of his exploits
and character that he has always been for me, as for many other readers, a 1iving person,
as real and substantial as any of my daily contacts,

Now, after a perfod of alarms and rumours the sxe has fallen. Blake 1s no longer
an economic proposition and from henceforth will continue to live only in the imaginations
and memorfes of his readers, That those same memories and imaginations will function
happily for some years to come 1 thenk all those authors who have given of thelir best
month after month, year after year, maintaining an incredibly high standard of literature
and fiction In these small books.

T understand that the publishers will retain the authors services In other flelds
of literature and I wish them all every success in the yearsshead, To all old friends
and readers of the CD, I wish long life, long memories, and keen Imaginations, FPerhaps
from time to time one of us will set pen to paper and write a short Blake for the amse=
ment of the rest of us. Perhaps an author, freed fron the restrictions and limitations
of the BEL will be moved to renew acquaintance with our old friend and give us a Blake
when we least expect it, Perhaps we shall never see another new Blake story. What~
ever happens in the future I am Intensely grateful for the years of interest and
pleasure represented by the SBLs on my bockshelves, Till we meet again within their
pages = goodbye = Bexton Blake,

H No.

Hertin Thomas

Martin Thomas at his best In a spine chilling
novel of murder and fraud st a country club where
Crispin Tallos met the members of his Anti-Lethean
Bociety and promised complete rejuvenation to a
group of old men.

When one of these old men dissppeared from the
face of the earth, his nephew called In Sexton
Blake who had great difficulty in finding any lead
to Julius Champ's activities until Linda Skuse, his
secretary, was mirdered, Then, with the aid of
Tinker, Panla and Marion, he set out to capture the
most cold-blooded murderer of all time.

Story, dialogue and characterisation are all
excellent, The novel has pace, tension, exclte-
ment and that touch of the bizarre which we have
come to associate with Mr. Thomas,




THE L4ST TIGER: B.B.L, No, 526
: Hm, A, Ballinger

Advertised at the back of 'The Bound of Hurder!
as'the last issue in the present Sexton Blake
Library series® and what an lssue - worthy of all the
other wonderful issues of this great case-history,

This 1s a really great book telling of the
efforts of Blake and Paula, alded by Tinker and
Maricn, to discover the reason why passenger planes
fiying from Honolulu to Sydney were disappearing over
the Pacific, The assignment is freught with danger
for Blake, brings death and resusitation for Paula,
and brings them both into conflict with a remnant of
the Japanese army based on a coral island, The
novel ends as all such novels should with "Sexton
Blake and Paula lying side by side on the golden
beach in Honolulu determined to take the Viear of
Hand’s advice as soon as possible, and with Tinker
walking hand in hand with Marion into an equally
happy future. A most fitting and comforting end
to the public 1ife of these "crime-busting, trouble
shooting detectives.”

'
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JOURS SINCERELY (Cont*d from page 23)es.
t W'(amﬂu): 1 have read your letter in the current and last issue of the

. and write to say that I endorse your hope that popular demand will one day bring
‘sbout the return of Sexton Blake, I have been a reader for more years than I can
renember and the sudden cessation of publication came as a shocke
i = Bexton Blake Library, Beries ending May 1941, coples of Nos, 580 = Th0,
‘especially stories by Anthony Parsons, Donald Btuart, John G. Brandon, Rex Hardinge,
Gs He Teeds
P. M, KING, "HAVERCROFT,® KIRBY ROAD, WALTON=ON-NAZE,
{iD: Lees (5, 2nd, 3rd New), BOLY, Wil buy or exchenge for *Bchool and
» various Lees, BOL's, Hagnets, Gems, Hanmilton Hard-covers, Write 1isting what you
haves=  JOHN BECK, 77 HIGHDOWN ROAD, LEWES, SUBSEX,

acting Chalrmen, gave the verdict as a draw and we all went home still the best of
friendss

Regarding the meeting in Hanchester on July 7th, the detalls are as follows:=
Meet at Liverpool Exchange Station (under the clock) at 9,50 a.me Lunch will be at the
New Millgate Hotel, Long Millgate, 3 (near Station) at
1 pams A meeting will then follow until 5 paltg after which tea will be served, We
hope to see some of our friends from Leeds and Birmingham at the meeting, and, who
knows, maybe London as wells

BILL WINDBOR

Edited by Bric Fayne, Etcelsior House, Grove Road, Surbiton, Surrey.
Duplicated by York Duplicating Services, 12a The Shembles, York.



